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HWC 002/02/ED (4 Jul 14) 

 

N O T I F I C A T I O N  
O F  

I N T E N T  
T O  

D E V E L O P 

 
Completion of this form is required by Heritage Western Cape for the initiation of all impact assessment processes under 

Section 38(1) & (8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA). 
 

Whilst it is not a requirement, it may expedite processes and in particular avoid calls for additional 
information if certain of the information required in this form is provided by a heritage specialist/s 
with the necessary qualifications, skills and experience. 

 

A.  APPLICABILITY OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (NEMA) 

 

HWC Case Number:       DEADP Reference Number: n/a 

NOTE:   
A DEADP (W Cape Dept. Environment Affairs & Development Planning) reference number must be included in 
all NHRA Section 38(8) processes where DEADP is the decision making authority under NEMA.  The effect of this 
requirement is that the NEMA process must be initiated with DEADP prior to the NHRA process with HWC. 

If a DEADP reference number is not entered above please check one of the following boxes: 

 
This application is made in terms of Section 38(8) of the NHRA and an application 
under NEMA has been made to the following authority:  Department of Mineral 

Resources (DMR) 

 This development will not require a NEMA application. 

NOTE: 
Making an incorrect statement or providing incorrect information in this part of the form may result in all or 
part of the application having to be reconsidered by HWC in the future, or submission of a new application. 

 

B.  BASIC DETAILS 
 

PROPERTY DETAILS: 

Name of property:  Gannabosch Vlakte 51 

Street address or location (eg: off R44):  Off R60, approximatel 14 km WNW of Robertson 

Erf or farm number/s: Gannabosch Vlakte 51 Coordinates:  33° 45' 16"S 19° 44' 45"E 
(A logical centre point. Format based on WGS84.) 

Town or District:  Robertson Magisterial District 
Responsible Municipality:  Breede 

River/Winelands Municipality 

Extent of property:  117.5119 hectares  Current use:  vacant / occasional grazing 

Predominant land use/s of surrounding properties:  vacant / grazing / agriculture 

 

REGISTERED OWNER OF PROPERTY: 

Name  H R Grobbelaar Family Trust (please see attached letter from developer and agreement 

between developer and land owner) 

Address        

Telephone        Cell        E-mail        
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By the submission of this form and all material submitted in support of this notification (ie: ‘the 
material’), all applicant parties acknowledge that they are aware that the material and/or parts 
thereof will be put to the following uses and consent to such use being made:  filing as a public 
record; presentations to committees, etc; inclusion in databases; inclusion on and downloading from 
websites; distribution to committee members and other stakeholders and any other use required in 
terms of powers, functions, duties and responsibilities allocated to Heritage Western Cape under the 
terms of the National Heritage Resources Act.  Should restrictions on such use apply or if it is not 
possible to copy or lift information from any part of the digital version of the material, the material 
will be returned unprocessed. 

I confirm that I enclose with this form four hardcopies of all material submitted together with a CD 
ROM containing digital versions of all of the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of owner or authorised agent 
(Agents must attach copy of power of attorney to this form.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date        /       / 20      
 

 
DEVELOPMENT DETAILS: 

Please indicate below which of the following Sections of the National Heritage Resources Act, or 
other legislation has triggered the need for notification of intent to develop. 

 

S38(1)(a)  Construction of a road, wall, 
powerline, pipeline, canal or other similar 
form of linear development or barrier over 
300m in length. 

S38(1)(c) Any development or activity that will 
change the character of a site - 

 
S38(1)(b)  Construction of a bridge or similar 
structure exceeding 50m in length. 

  (i)  exceeding 5 000m2 in extent; 

 
S38(1)(d)  Rezoning of a site exceeding 
10 000m2 in extent. 

  
(ii)  involving three or more existing 
erven or subdivisions thereof; 

 

Other triggers, eg: in terms of other 
legislation, (ie: National Environment 
Management Act, etc.)  Please set out 
details:  An assessment of the impacts is 

required under NEMA and a scoping and 

EIA process is being undertaken in 

conjunction with a mining right application. 

  
(iii)  involving three or more erven or 
divisions thereof which have been 
consolidated within the past five years. 

If you have checked any of the three boxes 
above, describe how the proposed development 
will change the character of the site:        

 

If an impact assessment process has also been / will be initiated in terms of other legislation please 
provide the following information: 
 

Authority / government department (ie: consenting authority) to which information has been /will 
be submitted for final decision:  Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) 
 

Present phase at which the process with that authority stands:  Draft Mining Right Application 

prepared. 

Provide a full description of the nature and extent of the proposed development or activity including 
its potential impacts (eg: changes in land use, envisaged timeframes, provision of additional bulk services, excavations, 

landscaping, total floor area, height of development, etc. etc.):   
The proposed mine footprint will occur over an ~23.16 ha area in the southern part of the property, 
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~500 metres north of the Cape Lime processing factory which is situated on the R60. Immediately to 

the north of the newly proposed mining area will be a brick-making facility which will cover ~5.36 

ha. Please see attached layout map of the site. 

 

The proposed project involves mining the clay rich ore body to a maximum depth of 10 meters below 

ground level with approximately 60 000 m3 mined per annum over a 10 to 15 year period. Mining 

will take place using open pit mining techniques through the use of a single excavator for clay 

extraction and a tipper truck to transport the material off site. The process starts with the removal and 

safe storage of the overburden and topsoil to expose the economic soil.  Topsoil will be stored for re-

introduction during rehabilitation.  Sectional mining and concurrent rehabilitation will ensure that 

only small sections (~1.45 ha) will be opened at a time. Each area would be worked for the clay 

resource over a 1 to 1.5 year period.  Once mining of each section has been completed, topsoil and 

overburden will be replaced and mining will move on to the next ~1.45 ha sector of the property. 

Benched mining techniques will be utilised as the excavation deepens, with stepped benches of 1 m 

tall to 3 m wide being utilised to ensure slope stability. 

 

Please see the spatial development plan for the project attached. 
 

C.  HERITAGE RESOURCES AND IMPACTS THEREUPON 
 

Section 3 of the National Heritage Resources Act sets out the following categories of heritage 
resource as forming part of the national estate.  Please indicate the known presence of any of these 
by checking the box alongside and then providing a description of each occurrence, including nature, 
location, size, type 
 

Failure to provide sufficient detail or to anticipate the likely presence of heritage resources on the 
site may lead to a request for more detailed specialist information.   
 

(The assistance of relevant heritage professionals is particularly relevant in completing this section.) 

Provide a short history of the site and its environs (Include sources where available): The farm's survey 

diagram dates back to 1871 and it was originally referred to as Lot 45. It appears to have never been 

subdivided. The 1942 aerial photograph shows the site to be undeveloped with the exception of two 

dams in the eastern and south-eastern parts of the farm. Two patches of arable land lay alongside the 

river (areas that are uncultivated today). The R60 followed a different alignment and the cement 

factory was not yet present. The site was still largely undeveloped in 1949 aside from the dam in the 

east (see attached image). In 1960 a servitude was surveyed from the northern corner of the farm 

towards the south. By 1963 there was more arable land along the river but the site remained 

undeveloped. In the 1973 aerial photography (attached) we see that a clearing along the south-western 

boundary is evident and the limestone mine to the north is already in operation. The strip of land 

between the site and the river appears to be entirely cultivated, but the site remains undeveloped aside 

from the clearing. The cement factory is probably in operation, although this is difficult to tell for 

certain given the resolution of the imagery. In 1993 the mine has expanded considerably. 

Please indicate which heritage resources exist on the site and in its environs, describe them and 
indicate the nature of any impact upon them: 

 

Places, buildings, structures and equipment of cultural significance 
 

Description of resource:  An earth dam older than 60 years occurs on the property and will be 

affected by the project. It has no heritage value though and is no longer in use. 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  The dam wall will be partly removed but this is 

not a significant impact. 
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Places to which oral traditions are attached or which are associated with living 
heritage 
 

Description of resource:  n/a 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 

 

Historical settlements and townscapes 
 

Description of resource:  n/a 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 

 

Landscapes and natural features of cultural significance 
 

Description of resource:  The R60 can be considerd a scenic route because the landscape 

through which it passes is very scenic. However, it is a high speed road and although a wine 

shop occurs alongside the cement factory there are few other attractions in the area to slow or 

stop travellers. Due to the planned phased nature of the mining (where approximately 1.45 ha 

will be mined at a time) it is expected that the present ement factory and the trucks usoing the 

haul road to the north will provide a greater visual impact than the proposed new mine which 

will not have any structures on site. The site lies some 700 to 1500 m from the R60 and, 

because of the generally subsurface nature of the mining, significant visual impacts to the 

landscape are thus not expected from this component of the project. The brick-making facility 

would be located 1 km from the R60. Although smoke from the facility would be present at 

firing times, this is not an impact that can be mitigated in any way and is not considered 

significant.  Furthermore, the site is largely screened by trees and the present cement factory 

and also by a hill to the southeast. Please see attached views of the site as seen from the R60. 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 

 

Geological resources of scientific or cultural importance 
 

Description of resource:  n/a 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 

 

Archaeological resources (Including archaeological sites and material, rock art, battlefields & wrecks): 
 

Description of resource:  The original application area was surveyed at the time of its NID 

application. A number of isolated stone artefacts were noted scattered across the site with the 

majority being in the western half. Only in one instance were two artefacts found together, the 

rest were all single finds (see attached photographs). They appeared to be a mix of Early (ESA), 

Middle (MSA) and Later Stone Age (LSA) artefacts with quartzite being favoured for ESA and 

MSA artefacts and quartz for LSA artefacts. They are of no cultural significance. In one place 

near the western corner of the site there were two refined earthenware ceramic fragments, two 

glass fragments and a used shotgun cartridge. Although these materials (with the possible 

exception of the shot gun cartridge) are certainly archaeological (being greater than 100 years of 

age), they are of no significance on their own. Although the site had heuweltjies (ancient termite 

mounds) present on it, there was no evidence of artefacts being more closely associated with 

them than anywhere else as has sometimes been found in the western parts of the country (e.g. 

Knersvlakte). There is no reason to believe that any more significant archaeological remains 

would occur in the extra portions of land now under consideration for the present application. 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  Artefacts would get moved around when the 

topsoil is cleared and stockpiled and then redistributed during rehabilitation. Because of their 

very low value, no significant impacts are expected. 

 

Palaeontological resources (ie: fossils):  
 

Description of resource:  The SAHRIS Palaeosensitivty map shows the site to be shaded in geen 

indicating medium sensitivity. This typically requires a desktop study. However, on this site the 

geology has become weathered to the degree that the hard rocks have turned to clay and there is 

no chance of fossils being preserved. This has been confirmed verbally by Dr John Almond. 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 
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Graves and burial grounds (eg: ancestral graves, graves of victims of conflict, historical graves & cemeteries):  
 

Description of Resource:  n/a 
 

Description of Impact on Heritage Resource:  n/a 

 

Other human remains:  
 

Description of resource:  There is always a very small chance of intersecting unmarked human 

remains dating to the Later Stone Age but the chances are very small. Such finds can never be 

poredicted. 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  If a grave was found it would be disturbed but the 

chances of this happening are very small. 

 

Sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa:  
 

Description of resource:  n/a 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 

 

Other heritage resources: 
 

Description of resource:  n/a 
 

Description of impact on heritage resource:  n/a 

 

Describe elements in the environs of the site that could be deemed to be heritage resources:  as 

above 
 

Description of impacts on heritage resources in the environs of the site:  as above 

  

Summary of anticipated impacts on heritage resources:  Minor visual impacts to users of the the R60 

will occur at times but these would be short term. No significant impacts are expected. 

 
ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL  (This form will not be processed unless the following are included): 

Attach to this form a minimum A4 sized locality plan showing the boundaries of the area affected by 
the proposed development, its environs, property boundaries and a scale.  The plan must be of a 
scale and size that is appropriate to creating a clear understanding of the development. 

Attach also other relevant graphic material such as maps, site plans, satellite photographs and 
photographs of the site and the heritage resources on it and in its environs.  These are essential to 
the processing of this notification. 

Please provide all graphic material on paper of appropriate size and on CD ROM in JPEG format.  It is 
essential that graphic material be annotated via titles on the photographs, map names and numbers, 
names of files and/or provision of a numbered list describing what is visible in each image. 

 

D.  RECOMMENDATION 

In your opinion do you believe that a heritage impact assessment is required?      Yes          No 

Recommendation made by:  
 

Name   Dr Jayson Orton 
 

Capacity  Archaeologist and heritage consultant 

PLEASE NOTE:  No Heritage Impact Assessment should be submitted with this form or conducted 
until Heritage Western Cape has expressed its opinion on the need for such and the nature thereof. 
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E.  INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED AND STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED AS PART  
      OF THE HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT (HIA) 
 

If it is recommended that an HIA is required please complete this section of the form. 

 
DETAILS OF HERITAGE PRACTITIONERS AND SPECIALISTS INTENDING TO CONDUCT THE HIA: 

1. 

Name of individual:          Name of Practice:          Area of specialisation:        
 

Qualifications:        
 

Experience:        
 

Standing in heritage resource management:        
 

E-mail Address:          Telephone:          Cell:        

2. 

Name of individual:          Name of Practice:          Area of specialisation:        
 

Qualifications:        
 

Experience:        
 

Standing in heritage resource management:        
 

E-mail Address:          Telephone:          Cell:        

3. 

Name of individual:          Name of Practice:          Area of specialisation:        
 

Qualifications:        
 

Experience:        
 

Standing in heritage resource management:        
 

E-mail Address:          Telephone:          Cell:        

4. 

Name of individual:          Name of Practice:          Area of specialisation:        
 

Qualifications:        
 

Experience:        
 

Standing in heritage resource management:        
 

E-mail Address:          Telephone:          Cell:        
 

5. 

Name of individual:          Name of Practice:          Area of specialisation:        
 

Qualifications:        
 

Experience:        
 

Standing in heritage resource management:        
 

E-mail Address:          Telephone:          Cell:        

If this submission is made in terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act indicate 
below the particulars of the principle environmental consultant on the project. 
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Name of individual:  Paul Lee   Name of Practice:  Umvoto Africa (Pty) Ltd   Area of specialisation:  
Environmental Impact Assessment 

 

E-mail Address:  paul@umvoto.com   Telephone:  021 709 6700   Cell:  083 520 9303 
 
Postal Address:  PO Box 61, Muizenberg, 7950  

 
DETAILS OF STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED IN THE INTENDED HIA 

In addition to the requirements set out in Section 38(3) of the NHRA, indicate envisaged  studies: 

 Heritage resource-related guidelines and policies. 

 Local authority planning and other laws and policies. 

 Details of parties, communities, etc. to be consulted. 

 
Specialist studies, eg: archaeology, palaeontology, architecture, townscape, visual impact, etc. 
Provide details:        

 Other. Provide details:        

PLEASE NOTE:  Any further studies which Heritage Western Cape may resolve should be submitted 
must be in the form of a single, consolidated report with a single set of recommendations.  Specialist 
studies must be incorporated in full, either as chapters of the report, or as annexures thereto. 

 



NID APPLICATION SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

PROPOSED GANNABOSCH CLAY MINE, FARM 51, NEAR ROBERTSON 
 

 
Extract from the 1:250 000 mapsheet 3319 showing the location of the site (red star). Box indicates area 

enlarged below. Worcester lies at upper left and Robertson at lower right. 

 

 
Extracts from 1:50 000 mapsheets 3319 DA, DB, DC& DD showing the location of the site (red polygon) 

51 

0 km          2                 4                  6                 8                10 



 



 
1942 aerial photograph showing the farm (black polygon) and two dams (turquoise ovals). 

 

1949 vs 2016 aerial photography with Farm 51 outlined in black. 

 



 
1973 aerial photography of the broader area showing the limestone mine developed in the northeast and 

the factory in the southwest alongside the R60 (red arrow). Farm 51 is outlined in black. Both dams appear 

to be in use. 

 

 
1993 aerial photography of the broader area showing the limestone mine expanded in the northeast. The 

factory site is arrowed and Farm 51 outlined in black. Both dams are still evident. 

Limestone 

mine 

Limestone 

mine 



 

 
Aerial view of the broader area showing the farm (yellow polygon), site (red polygon), walk and drive paths 

from the original survey (blue lines) and photography viewpoints (red arrow symbols). 

 

 
Aerial view of the study area (red polygon) showing the walk and drive paths (blue lines). 

View 1 

View 2 

View 3 

View 4 

View 5 



 
Extract from the SAHRIS Palaeosensitivity map showing the local geological units to be of moderate 

sensitivity (green shading). The site is indicated by the red polygon. 

 

    
Two views of the clay substrate as revealed by geotechnical test excavations. This heavily weathered 

material cannot preserve fossils. 

 

 
View 1 looking east towards the site (white dashed line) which is behind the trees in the middle ground. The 

site is 850 m from this viewpoint. 



 
View 2 looking northeast towards the site (white dashed line) which is located behind the trees in the middle 

ground. The site is 760 m from this viewpoint. 

 

 
View 3 looking towards the northeast with the site (white dashed line) being completely obscured by the 

present factory and surrounding trees. 

 

 
View 4 looking towards the site (white dashed line) which is completely obscured by the present factory and 

surrounding trees. 

 



 
View 5 towards the southwest showing the site (white dashed line) being difficult to see because of the 

flatness of the land. The site is 900 m from this viewpoint. This is along the mine haul road. 

 

 
Two LSA artefacts found together (scale = 3 cm). A cobble with two large flake scars. 

They are on quartzite and quartz. 

                 
Left: an MSA or LSA quartzite flake. Centre: an ESA quartzite flake. Right|: an ESA quartzite flake. All scales 

are 3 cm long. 

 

  

Historical artefacts from the site. The 

shot gun cartridge is 5 cm long. 



    
Vegetation on site. 

 

    
Surface gravels on the clay substrate.   A heavily vegetated heuweltjie on site with  

erosion to the right. 

 

 
Cleared area with c.50 year old cement foundations. 


