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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Megan Anderson Landscape Architects was requested to undertake a visual impact assessment 

to inform the environmental process for the proposed clay mine and brick making facility on 

Gannabosch Vlakte 51 in the Langeberg Local Municipality.  

The site is in the Vink River valley, a northern tributary of the Breede River, 15,5 kms north east of 

Robertson. 

The scenic resources of the area can be described as predominantly rural and are rated as 

MODERATE. 

The Zone of Visual Influence of the proposed development is LOCAL, limited to an area within 3 

km’s of the site. 

Receptors are HIGHLY to MINIMALLY sensitive. The highly sensitive receptors will be the R60 and 

residents to the south.  

The inherent visual sensitivity of the site is HIGH to LOW, with the southern section of the site, i.e. just 

north of the Vink River and Cape Lime Works having a moderate to low visually sensitive and that 

further north and east being moderate to highly visually sensitive. 

 

The Visual Absorption Capacity of the site to the proposed development is MODERATE i.e. there 

will be partial screening by topography and vegetation.  

The Visual Intrusion will be MODERATE, as it partially blends in but will still be clearly noticeable. 

The expected Visual Impacts are tabled below including significance before and after mitigation: 

 Significance before mitigation Significance after mitigation 

a. Change from a naturally vegetated rural site to a relatively shallow mined that will 
be revegetated   
 Medium  

 
Low 

 

b. Visibility from sensitive receptors 

 Medium 
 

Low 
 

Mitigation measures include: 
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• Planting appropriate trees around the mine and along the river and water courses in and 

around the site to screen the mine;  

• Use typical rural materials, colours and styles for the buildings at the brick making facility. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background to the Report 

 

The applicant, Gannabosch Clay Mine (Pty) Ltd, proposes to develop a new clay mine on 

Gannabosch Vlakte No. 51 in the Langeberg Local Municipality. 

Umvoto Africa (Pty) Ltd (Umvoto) was appointed on behalf of Gannabosch Clay Mine Pty (Ltd) to 

undertake the Mining Rights application, which includes the Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) process required in terms of the National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998, as 

amended (NEMA) and the EIA regulations, 2010. 

 

Megan Anderson Landscape Architect has been appointed to undertake a Visual Impact 

Assessment (VIA) to supplement the above-mentioned studies for the proposed Clay Mine 

development. 

 

 

1.2 Scope of Study 

 

In terms of the Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning’s 

guidelines for involving visual and aesthetic specialists in EIA processes, the following ‘triggers’ for 

a VIA apply in this instance: 

 

The nature of the receiving environment: 

− Areas with proclaimed scenic routes;  

− Areas with intact or outstanding rural qualities; 

− Areas with a recognized special character or sense of place;   

− Areas of important tourism or recreation value; 

− Areas with important vistas or scenic corridors;  

 

The nature of the project: 

− A change in land use from the prevailing use;  

− Possible visual intrusion in the landscape. 
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The correlation of environment types with development types leads to varying levels of expected 

visual impact, on a scale from none to very high 

Accordingly, the environment type could be described as: 

 Areas or routes of medium - high scenic, cultural or historical significance 

And the development type: 

  (Mining and quarrying) is rated as a Category 5 

The correlation of these two types refers to a High Visual Impact, namely: 

High visual impact expected: 

− Potential intrusion on protected landscapes or scenic resources;  

− Noticeable change in visual character of the area;  

− Establishes a new precedent for development in the area. 

 

However, the description of Moderate Visual Impact is more relevant because of the existing 

developments and industrial operations in the area, namely: 

− Potentially some affect on protected landscapes or scenic resources;  

− Some change in the visual character of the area; 

− Introduces new development or adds to existing development in the area.  

The recommended approach is a Level 3 input. This will entail: 

• Identification of issues raised in scoping phase, and site visit; 

• Description of the receiving environment and the proposed project; 

• Establishment of view catchment area, view corridors, viewpoints and receptors; 

• Indication of potential visual impacts using established criteria; 

• Inclusion of potential lighting impacts at night: 

• Description of alternatives, mitigation measures and monitoring programmes. 

• 3D modeling and simulations, with and without mitigation.  

 

 

1.3 Assumptions and Limitations 

 

The visual impact report is based on the assumption that the information provided by the Project 

Team is a fair representation of the proposed development and that all relevant information has 

been disclosed.  

The desktop component of the visual study relies on a combination of 1:250 000 and 1:50 000 

Topo-cadastral maps and aerial photography. 
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No information regarding the brick making facility has been provided so assumptions are made 

regarding this, based on similar projects. 

 

 

1.4 Issues raised in Scoping Phase 

 

The following issue was raised during the scoping phase and has prompted this visual study: 

“By its nature, open pit mining entails significant and unavoidable visual impacts. While such 

impacts in any event warrant assessment in the context of an application for environmental 

authorisation, the Langeberg SDF also requires that “the visual impact of buildings, e.g. large 

resorts, factories and sheds, and infrastructure, power lines, renewable energy facilities and roads 

should be carefully assessed”.19 It follows that the visual impacts associated with the Mine 

(together with any associated infrastructure) require consideration in terms of the EIA process.“ 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

 

A site visit and a photographic survey of the site and surrounds were undertaken in October 2016.  

A desktop mapping study was undertaken to map the viewshed, zone of visual influence and 

receptors of the site. Desktop mapping was verified by on-site fieldwork.  

The information collected from the above has been used to inform this report which is structured 

to address the typical components of a visual study as per the criteria defined in the Guideline 

Document for Visual Specialist: 

 

 

   

VISUAL AND AESTHETIC SPECIALIST GUIDELINE 

 
 

 

 
DEA&DP GUIDELINE FOR INVOLVING VISUAL AND AESTHETIC SPECIALISTS IN EIA PROCESSES 

page 20 

 

Box 8:  Typical Components of Visual Studies 
! Identification of issues and values relating to visual, aesthetic and scenic resources through 

involvement of I&APs and the public. 

! Identification of landscape types, landscape character and sense of place, generally based on 
geology, landforms, vegetation cover and land use patterns; 

! Identification of viewsheds, view catchment area and the zone of visual influence, generally based on 
topography; 

! Identification of important view points and view corridors within the affected environment, including 
sensitive receptors; 

! Indication of distance radii from the proposed project to the various view points and receptors; 

! Determination of the visual absorption capacity (VAC) of the landscape, usually based on topography, 
vegetation cover or urban fabric in the area; 

! Determination of the relative visibility, or visual intrusion, of the proposed project. 

! Determination of the relative compatibility or conflict of the project with the surroundings; 

! A comparison of the existing situation with the probable effect of the proposed project, through visual 
simulation, generally using photo-montages. 

 

 

8.7 CLARIFYING THE TIMING, SEQUENCE AND INTEGRATION OF SPECIALIST 
INPUT 

Effective interaction with other specialists should be facilitated by the EIA practitioner to ensure 

that an integrated approach is adopted, where the various components of the environment are 

seen as a whole. 

 

Factors that determine or influence the timing of the specialist visual assessment in relation to 

the other specialist assessments may include the following: 

 

! the need for adequate information on the receiving environment, such as geology, types of 

vegetation cover, and features of cultural or historical importance; 

! the need for adequate information on the proposed project and related processes or 

activities, such as sources of dust or other emission plumes. 

 

See Section 9.4 for a more detailed list of information required from other specialists. 

 

8.8 ENSURING APPROPRIATE STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

The potential for specialists to engage with stakeholders needs to be discussed and agreed 

upon. This includes the types of stakeholders that should typically be consulted, and for what 

purpose. 

 

However, any consultation with stakeholders must be done in line with the overall stakeholder 

engagement process, ideally working through the EIA practitioner or stakeholder engagement 

practitioner. 
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3 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

3.1 Site Location 

 

The site of the proposed development is on the Gannabosch Vlakte 51 Farm, which is situated 

north of the R60 between Worcester and Robertson. The farm is approximately 600 meters north of 

the R60 and 15,5 kms from Robertson.  

 

Figure 1: Location of the proposed site of development west of Robertson (Source: Umvoto)  

 

The site is north of the existing Cape Lime works and is accessed via a local road, which services 

the Cape Lime works, a number of farms and the Langvlei Quarry. The proposed site of 

development is found on either side of this local road.  
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Figure 2: The site of proposed development on a 1: 250 000 plan. 

 

 

3.2 Development Description 

 

The proposed project involves mining the clay rich ore body to a maximum depth of 10 meters 

below ground level with approximately 60 000 m3 mined per annum over a 10 to 15 year period.  

Mining will take place using open pit mining techniques through the use of a single excavator for 

clay extraction and a tipper truck to transport the material off site.  

The process starts with the removal and safe storage of the overburden and topsoil to expose the 

economic soil.  Topsoil will be stored for re-introduction during rehabilitation.   

Sectional mining and concurrent rehabilitation will ensure that ~10% of the ~14.5 ha mine area will 

be excavated for the clay resource over a 1 to 1.5 year period.  Once mining of the ~1.45 ha has 

been completed, topsoil and overburden will be replaced and mining will move on to the next 

~1.45 ha sector of the property.  
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Benched mining techniques will be utilised as the excavation deepens, with stepped benches of 1 

m tall to 3 m wide being utilised to ensure slope stability. 

Once overburden and topsoil are returned to the site, the final mined area will be about 4 meters 

below ground level. 

 

Figure 3: Plan of the proposed clay mine (Source: Umvoto) 

  



MALA VIA Report v1 - November 2016 -  Proposed Clay Mine on Gannabosch Vlakte 51,  Langeberg Local Municipality  

 

 

12 

 

4 VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF THE SITE AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

4.1 Description of the Affected Area and the Scenic Resources 

 

This section is a description of the existing visual environment in which 
 Gannabosch Vlakte 51 and the proposed clay mine and brick making facility are situated. 

Gannabosch Vlakte 51 and the proposed site of development are found in the Cape Winelands, 

a predominantly rural area that also attracts numerous tourists because of its scenery, cultural 

heritage, wine and fruit farms and tourist destinations.  

In Oberholzer and Winter’s Heritage and Scenic Resources: Inventory and Policy Framework (May 

2013) study, prepared for the Western Cape Provincial Spatial Development Framework, the site 

falls within the greater Winelands district and is described as follows: 

Figure 4: Section through Cape Winelands (Source Oberholzer and Winter). (Source: Oberholzer and Winter) 

 

 

 



MALA VIA Report v1 - November 2016 -  Proposed Clay Mine on Gannabosch Vlakte 51,  Langeberg Local Municipality  

 

 

13 

 

The site is situated in the Breede River Valley, which is bordered by the Langeberg Mountains in 

the north and the Riviersonderend Mountains in the south.  

 

These rugged scenic Cape Fold Mountains together with the semi arid shale and granite 

foothills and plains and the fertile, intensively cultivated river plains, define the landscape types 

of the greater Breede River valley and its surrounds. 

 

 
Figure 5: The geology of the area, which defines the main Landscape Types (Source Oberholzer and Winter).  

 

4.1.1 Visual character of the area surrounding the proposed clay mine site 

 
Gannabosch Vlakte 51 is situated in the relatively dry and arid Vink River Valley, a tributary to the 

north of the Breede River Valley, which flows south east from the Langeberg in the north west to 

the Breede River in the south east.  
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Gannabosch Vlakte 51 and the proposed site of the clay mine are found in the middle reach of 

the Vink River where it traverses a semi arid plain. This plain is surrounded by low gently rounded 

foothills and has the rugged, fynbos covered Langeberg sandstone mountains as a spectacular 

backdrop in the north to the lower. 

The area is predominantly rural, mostly grazed natural vegetation but with some cultivated crops 

and vineyards on the edges of the plains near foothills. The Cape Lime works in the south east and 

the Langvlei Quarry in the north east are industrial activities occurring in this rural area.   

The R60, a scenic tourist route and a primary transport route between Robertson and Worcester, 

crosses the plain, from west to east, at the toe of the southern foothills. The railway line runs 

alongside the R60 with the Langvlei siding at the Cape Lime works.  

A tarred road runs north from the R60/Cape Lime to the quarry from where it becomes a gravel 

road that services farms to the north east. This road intersects the south east – north west aligned 

Agtervink gravel road, which services farms to the northwest. It joins the R60 east of the study area.  

 

Photo Plate 1: View north east, from the R60, across the Vink River valley showing massive Langeberge and 
rolling hills in the background and a cultivated portion of the plains in the. The proposed site is centre right of 
the photograph  

The following series of panoramas are taken from the gate to the Langvlei Quarry, which is in the 

north eastern section of the middle Vink River reach valley and north of the proposed site of the 

clay mine. These photo plates illustrate the character of the area surrounding the site. While 

predominantly covered by semi-arid natural vegetation, the rural (vineyards, annual crops, sheds) 

and industrial (Cape Lime works) interventions are clearly visible. The proposed site for the clay 

mine is seen in Photo Plates 2 and 3. 
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Photo Plates 2: Views south east from the Langvlei Quarry gate in the north east section of the Middle Vink 
River Reach - note rural (vineyard) and industrial (Cape Lime) development in the area. 

 

Photo Plate 3: Views south from the Langvlei Quarry gate in the north east section of the Middle Vink River 
Reach - note cultivated crop centre right and Cape Lime centre left.  

 

Photo Plate 4: Views south west from the Langvlei Quarry gate in the north east section of the Middle Vink 
River Reach - note cultivated crop centre left and centre right.  

 

Photo Plate 5: Views west from the Langvlei Quarry gate in the north east section of the Middle Vink River 
Reach - note cultivated crop centre left, rural buildings and vineyard centre right.  
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Farmsteads and agricultural buildings nestle at the toes of the hills and mountains near streams 

with tourist attractions such as wine tasting, coffee shops and restaurants occurring next to the 

R60. 

     

Photo Plates 6, 7 and 8:Distant view of a farmstead at the toe of a hill (left), Rooiberg Winery and restaurant 
next to R60 (centre) and signage for Le Roux and Fourie wine tasting/coffee shop next to R60 (right). 

The large Langvlei Quarry, in the foothills of the Langeberg Mountains, is predominantly screened 

by surrounding hills although a section above the foothills is clearly visible from R60 and 

surrounding site, and clearly visible from the western valley area and Agtervink Road when 

travelling eastwards.  

   

Photo Plate 9, 10 and 11 – Signage at gate to Langvlei quarry (left), view of quarry from the R60 (centre) and 
view from Agtervink River Road west (right). 
 

Cape Lime is adjacent to the R60, at the intersection of a service road to farms and the quarry 

and next to the Langvlei Railway Siding. Large exotic trees surround and partially screen the works 

from the surrounding area. The large exotic trees are untypical of the surrounding low vegetation 

and while partially screening the machinery of the works, as a whole the Cape Lime works areas is 

clearly visible.  

   

Photo Plate 12 and 13 – Cape Lime works adjacent to the R60 (left) and Langvlei Siding (right). 
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4.1.2 The visual character of the site 

The proposed site for the clay mine is ‘tucked’ into the south eastern corner of the study area, adjacent to 

the Cape Lime works and Vink River in the south and at the toe of the hill with a vineyard and unseen 

borrow pit in the east.  

 
Photo Plate14 – View south across proposed clay mining site towards Cape Lime and the R60 
 
The local distributor road cuts through the proposed mine with part being to the east of the road and part 

to the west.   

 

 
Photo Plate15 – View south east across proposed eastern section of clay mining site which is approximately 
between telephone lines on left, the toe of the hill (centre left) and the tar road to right. 
 
Perennial and non-perennial water courses border the proposed mining area. The Vink River in the south is 

somewhat disturbed by the Cape Lime works and has numerous exotic trees that have invaded the water 

course.  

    

Photo Plates13 - 15 – Drift across the Vink River next to Cape Lime (left), view south east, downstream of the 
Vink River showing invasion of exotic alien trees (centre) and upstream from drift (right).  
 

 
Photo Plates16 – Non – perennial water course north (line) and east (arrows) of the eastern portion of the 
proposed clay mine, characterised by brighter green, taller vegetation  
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The visual character of the proposed clay mine is characterized by flat, low lying topography 

covered by the natural, semi arid, heavily grazed vegetation, at the toe of a partly cultivated low 

hill, and adjacent to the Cape Lime works.  

 

The scenic resources of the Gonnabosch Vlakte 51 proposed Clay Mine area can be described as 

rural and industrial, on a plain surrounded by hills at the foot of massive mountains providing a 

scene that is rated as a MODERATE  scenic and visual resource. 
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4.2 Visibility of the proposed development 

 

4.2.1 View Catchment  

 

The geographical area from which the project will theoretically be visible, 

known as the view catchment area, is dictated primarily by topography. 

 

The Gonnabosch Vlakte 51 Clay Mine is in the middle reaches of the Vink River Valley, which has 

its source in the Langeberg to the north west. The Langeberg forms the viewshed in the north. This 

continues in the west along ridgelines to Mowershoogte and southwards to Aasvoelberg in the 

south west. From here it runs along the higher ridgeline to Rooiberg in the south east where it 

returns to the Langeberg via Spitskop Bakenskop and Tierberg. The extent is approximately 10kms 

to the north west, 5kms south and 8kms to the east. 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Viewshed of the proposed Gannabosch Vlakte Clay Mine 
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4.2.2 Zone of Visual Influence  

 

Of more significance is the Zone of Visual Influence of the proposed project, i.e. the actual area 

from where the project will be seen. Topography (minor ridges), vegetation (trees and hedges), 

buildings and distance will reduce the area from which the site and proposed project will be seen, 

particulalrly due to the relatively low elevation of the site and its flatness.  

 

The trees along the river and around the neighbouring Cape Lime works will reduce the extent of 

the area from which the project will be seen from the surrounding areas.  

 

The ZVI will be a maximum of 3 kms from the surrounding areas. The extent of the ZVI is local. 

 

Figure 7: Zone of Visual Influence of the proposed Gannabosch Vlakte Clay Mine  
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4.3 Receptors   

 

The level of visual impact considered acceptable is dependent on the type of receptors. 
 

• High sensitivity – e.g. residential areas, nature reserves and scenic routes or trails; 
• Moderate sensitivity – e.g. sporting or recreational areas, or places of work; 

• Low sensitivity – e.g. industrial or degraded areas. 
 

The receptors, who will see the proposed clay mine and brick making facilities within the ZVI are 

rated in the DEADP guidelines as follows: 

 

 

Figure 8: Receptors of the proposed Gannabosch Vlakte Clay Mine  

Highly sensitive receptors: 

• There may be glimpses from residential dwellings namely a dwelling on Buitenskloof, which 

faces north, therefore away from the mine, a couple of dwellings immediately south of the 

R60 whose views of the proposed mine will be screened by the lime works and associated 

large trees, and dwellings on the lower slopes of Rooiberg south of the R60 which are 

elevated and will have good views across the Gonnabos Vlakte (see below).  
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Photo Plate17 – Dwellings on the slopes of the Rooiberg mountains south of the site that will have views of the 
proposed mine on the Gannabosch Vlakte 

 

§ The R60 is a scenic tourist route and will be exposed to the proposed clay mine for 

approximately 4kms as it passes by the proposed site. The R60 is slightly elevated above the 

plain and although the mining is below the surrounding area, some scarring and activity, as 

well as the brick making facility, will be seen. Tourists and visitors to the local area using the 

R60 will probably see some mining and the brick making facilities as they pass by. 

 

Photo Plate18 – View of proposed mine from R60 west of Cape Lime (red area is approximate extent of clay 
mine) 
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Photo Plate19 – View of proposed mine from R60 east of Cape Lime (red area is approximate extent of clay 
mine) 
  
Moderately sensitivity receptors include: 

§ Persons working on farms and at Cape Lime adjacent to the proposed site and development 

 Low sensitivity receptors  

§ The Cape Lime and Langvlei Quarry works    

The receptors within the ZVI are therefore rated as MINIMALLY to HIGHLY sensitive.  
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4.4 Visual Sensitivity 

 
The inherent visibility of the sites’ landscape is usually determined by a combination of 

topography, landform, vegetation cover, settlement pattern and special features. 

This translates into visual sensitivity. 

 

• High visual sensitivity – highly visible and potentially sensitive areas in the landscape, 

• Moderate visual sensitivity – moderately visible areas in the landscape, 

• Low visual sensitivity – minimally visible areas in the landscape 

 

The proposed site of development was visually assessed to provide an overall sensitivity of the 

area in terms of topography, landform, vegetation cover, settlement pattern and special 

features. 

 

The site is a low lying plain adjacent to the Vink River. This topography and landform is an area 

which is minimally visible in the landscape and therefore has a low visual sensitivity. 

 

The vegetation adjacent to the site is for the most part low in height resulting in the site being 

highly visible and potentially a sensitive area in the landscape. The large trees along the Vinke 

River to the south of the site provide some screening which results in the immediately adjacent 

mining area being a moderately visible area in the landscape and moderately visually sensitive. 

So the site is moderately to highly visually sensitive as a result of the vegetation. 

 

Adjacent landuse is for the main part rural with Cape Lime works being industrial. This results in the 

site being highly to moderately visible and having a high to moderate visual sensitivity. 

 

The overall visual sensitivity of the site is HIGH to LOW, with the southern section of the site, i.e. just 

north of the Vink River and Cape Lime Works having a moderate to low visually sensitive and that 

further north and east being moderate to highly visually sensitive. 

 

  



MALA VIA Report v1 - November 2016 -  Proposed Clay Mine on Gannabosch Vlakte 51,  Langeberg Local Municipality  

 

 

25 

 

4.5 Visual Absorption Capacity 

 

Visual Absorption Capacity is the potential of the landscape to conceal the proposed project 

•  High VAC – e.g. effective screening by topography and vegetation;  

•  Moderate VAC - e.g. partial screening by topography and vegetation;  

•  Low VAC - e.g. little screening by topography or vegetation. 

The site is on a low lying plain, bordered by hills to the east  which provide screening from the east. 

The large trees to the south provide screening from this area. The site will therefore be screened 

from the east and south, but not south east, and will be visible from a greater area to the west 

and north although hills and mountains here provide screening from the greater area. 

 

The potential of the sites’ and surrounding landscape to visually absorb the development, is 

therefore moderate.  

The VAC of the site to the proposed development is MODERATE, i.e. there will be partial screening 

by topography and vegetation.  

 

 

4.6 Visual Intrusion 

 

Visual Intrusion is defined as the level of compatibility or congruence of the project with the 

particular qualities of the area, or its 'sense of place'. This is related to the idea of context and 

maintaining the integrity of the landscape or townscape. 

• High visual intrusion – results in a noticeable change or is discordant with the surroundings; 

• Moderate visual intrusion – partially fits into the surroundings, but clearly noticeable; 

• Low visual intrusion – minimal change or blends in well with the surroundings. 

 

The proposed site is currently a naturally vegetated, albeit grazed, parcel of land within a larger 

rural area, adjacent to a vineyards and the Cape Lime works, an industrial operation.  

It can be argued that the proposed clay mining operation will resemble rural activities such as 

creating farm dams  or cultivating lands for crops and vineyards, with clearing the vegetation and 

then re-planting it. The form and shape of the operation is not unlike that of farming with the brick 

making facility resembling a farm shed.  

The proposed development will have a MODERATE visual intrusion, it will partially fit into the 

surroundings but will be clearly noticeable.  
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5 POTENTIAL VISUAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 

The visual impacts will be assessed based on a synthesis of criteria (nature of impact, extent, 

duration, probability, intensity, status, degree of confidence, level of significance and significance 

after mitigation) as defined by the NEMA regulations.  

 

The nature of the visual impacts will be the visual effect the activity would have on the receiving 

environment.  These visual impacts would be: 

 

5.1.1 Change from a naturally vegetated site to a shallow mine area:  

The proposed clay mine operation will have a visual impact, as there will be a change in the 

visual character of the site from a vegetated site to an un-vegetated mine with brick making 

facilities. The mining process will be ongoing for approximately15 years, but will be broken up into 

block, which will be incrementally mined, and re - vegetated. The brick making facility will 

probably include some sheds and ever changing stacks of bricks. 

 

Potential Visual Impacts  
Nature of impact: Change from an 
naturally vegetated site to a clay 
mined pit  
Extent and duration of impact:  Local and Medium Term  
Intensity of impact: Medium, where the affected environment is altered, but 

natural, cultural and social functions and processes 
continue, albeit in a modified way. 

Probability of occurrence:  Highly Probable 
Degree to which the impact can be 
reversed:  

Moderate to High 

Degree to which the impact may 
cause irreplaceable loss of resources:  

Low  

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  Medium 
Significance rating of impact prior to 
mitigation:  

Medium 

Degree to which the impact can be 
mitigated:  

Medium 

Proposed mitigation:  Plant additional screening trees on west, south and east 
sides 

Cumulative impact post mitigation:  Low 
Significance rating of impact after 
mitigation:  

Low 

 

 

 



MALA VIA Report v1 - November 2016 -  Proposed Clay Mine on Gannabosch Vlakte 51,  Langeberg Local Municipality  

 

 

27 

5.1.2 Visibility from sensitive receptors 

The proposed development, will be visible from receptors within the ZVI. These include:  

• The R60 scenic tourist route and some dwellings  

Potential Visual Impacts  
Nature of impact: Visibility from 
Sensitive Receptors 
Extent and duration of impact:  Local and Long Term  
Intensity of impact: Low to Medium, where the affected environment is altered, 

but natural, cultural and social functions and processes 
continue, in a ‘slightly modified’ to ‘modified’ way. 

Probability of occurrence:  Highly Probable 
Degree to which the impact can be 
reversed:  

Moderate to High 

Degree to which the impact may 
cause irreplaceable loss of resources:  

Low 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  Medium 
Significance rating of impact prior to 
mitigation:  

Medium 

Degree to which the impact can be 
mitigated:  

High 

Proposed mitigation:  Plant additioanal trees to screen from the south 
Cumulative impact post mitigation:  Low 
Significance rating of impact after 
mitigation:  

Low 
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6 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 

The proposed mining activity includes for the revegetation of the excavated area which will go a 

long way in mitigating the long term potential negative visual impact of an un-vegetated area. 

The incremental mining method will also provide some mitigation avoiding a large cleared area 

all at once and for the 15 years.  

 

One could adopt a combined approach to further mitigating the visual impact of the mine by 

accepting the man made intervention and mimicking local planting patterns around cultural 

human interventions such as farmsteads and cultivated areas. One could plant windrows of quick 

growing trees, preferably indigenous trees, all around the mine site that will screen the mining 

operation and the brick making facility. These could then be harvested at the end of the mines 

life once the site returns to a naturally re-vegetated area, albeit it lower than the surrounding 

area. 

The over burden from the first phase could be used as a berm on which these trees can be 

planted, increase the screening effect from early days. The overburden from the second mining 

area should then be used to back fill the first mined area. Similarly, the overburden from the third 

mined area should be backfilled into the second mine area and so on untill the last mined area 

where the trees on the berm can be harvested and the soil in the berm can be backfilled into this 

mined area. 

In addition to this and in consultation with a botanist, indigenous trees (e.g. Searsia karree, S. 

pendulina, Vachellia karroo) could be planted along the Vink River and other water courses 

around the mine, that will provide some additional screening to the mine particularly from the 

R60. The screening effect of trees, even low trees, can be seen in Photo Plates 18 and 19.  

 

On completion of the mine sections, the shaping of the sides of the mine in particular should be 

gentle (1:3 – 1:5), undulating slopes that resemble the natural landforms and not man-made 

dams.  
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7 CONCLUSIONS  

 

The proposed Clay Mine on Gonnabosch Vlakte 51, is situated on the low lying, semi arid plain of 

the middle reach of the Vink River, surrounded by hills and mountains which encircle the flat 

bottomed valley. 

The proposed mine is in the south eastern corner of this encircled plain, at the toe of a low hill on 

the east, and bordered by the Vink River and Cape Lime works in the south. This hill and industry 

provide visual enclosure to the mine on two sides.   

The R60 scenic route traverses south of the site and Cape Lime works. The mine will be noticeable 

from this road for approximately 4 kms.  

During the operation of the mine, a 15 year period, the development will be visible. On 

completion of mining and re-vegetation, the mine will not be particularly visible although a 

shallow 4m depression will exist. 

The significance of the visual impact of the mine during the operation phase will be medium but 

can be mitigated. Mitigation includes planting of quick growing trees around the mine area and 

along the Vink River and its local tributaries in the vicinity of the site. Additional trees can be 

planted around the brick making facility to soften the sheds and activities. All planted trees will 

need irrigation to promote quick growth and can be harvested or sold off on completion of 

mining. The significance of the visual impact after mitigation will be low. 
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APPENDIX 1:  NAME AND EXPERTISE  

 

Megan Anderson, of Megan Anderson Landscape Architects, is a self-employed Landscape 

Architect who has been consulting in the Western Cape since 1991, to clients from the public and 

private sector. 

 

Expertise 

Megan Anderson’s projects range from: 

• visual impact assessments (VIAs) of proposed developments for EIA and HIA processes 
• environmental and landscape policy and planning 
• upgrading and rehabilitation of natural systems, 
• planning and implementation in heritage and cultural precincts, 
• planning, design and landscape development in residential and urban areas and 

community projects.  

 

PRINCIPAL AGENT:  Megan Anderson   Registered Professional Landscape Architect 

(PrLArch)   BLArch (UP) 1983 MILASA 

 

REGISTRATION OF PRINCIPLE AGENT 

1994   South African Council for Landscape Architect Professionals (94063) 

1992   Institute of Landscape Architects of South Africa (P217) 

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

1983 University of Pretoria Bachelor of Landscape Architecture     

 

SELECTED PROJECT LIST SPECIFIC TO VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  

Visual Impact Assessments undertaken include for a variety of developments including industrial, 

energy (wind and solar farms), residential and mixed use at different scales and predominantly in 

the Western Cape with some projects in Mozambique and Uganda.   

 

 

Capetel, Wemmershoek Mast, Level 2 VIA for Municipal authority. 

La Motte Affordable Housing, Franschhoek, VIA for HIA, 2015 

Elandskloof Community Re-settlement VIA for HIA, 2015 

La Motte, S24 Visual Statement, 2014 

Zanddrift Residential Development, South Paarl, VIA, 2014. 

Cedar Park Residential Development, Sir Lowry’s Pass, 2014 
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R44 between Somerset West and Stellenbosch, Upgrade of 3 Intersection, 2014 

Philippi Urban Edge Amendment, Visual Statement, 2014 

Val De Vie, Paarl, Residential Development, 2014 

Preekstoel Residential development, Stilbaai, 2014 

Zandrif Residential Development, Paarl, 2014 

Philippi Urban Edge Amendment, Cape Town, 2014 

Louisvale Winery, Stellenbosch, 2014 

Elandskloof Historic settlement, Citrusdal, 2014 

NBG: Bettys Bay, Worcester, Kirstenbosch and Niewoudtville – New Admin Buildings, 2014 

Vredenheim Mixed Use Development, Stellenbosch, 2014 

Proposed Boutique Lifestyle Centre, Stellenbosch, 2013 

Namaqualand Mall, Springbok, 2013 

Stellenbosch Mediclinic Development, Extension to building, 2013 

Bosjesmansdam Valley, Worcester, Accommodation, chapel and wine tasting facility, 2013 

Natures Path Lifestyle Village, Keurboomstrand, 2013 

Brakkekloof and Donkergats Rivier Solar Farms, Atlantis, West Coast (2012) 

Erf 2003 Melkbosstrand, Cape Town Mixed use development, 2011 

Proposed wind energy farm at Clover Valley Farm, Darling on West Coast Plain (2011) 

Jacobsbaai Tortoise Reserve – residential resort development on the west coast of West Cape 

(2011) 

Proposed Development of a Wind Energy Project at Langefontein Farm near Saldanha Bay (2011) 

Four proposed windfarms in the Garden Route area  (2010 – 2011) 

The Hill, Sedgefield – VIA of proposed housing development on dunes north of N2, Sedgefield  

(2009) 

Leukenberg, Gordons Bay - VIA of proposed mixed use development on urban edge (2009) 

Seawinds, Saldanha Bay – VIS of proposed new industrial Area at Blouwaterbaai, Saldanha (2008) 

Skoongesig, St Helena Bay – VIA of proposed new electricity line and sub-station (2008) 

Tullow Oil, Uganda, 2007 

The Point, Kalk Bay – Visual sensitivity assessment to inform development (2001) 

Erf 24, St Helena Bay – VIA of proposed housing development on hillside above west coast town 

(2005) 

 

2012 VIAs 

Paarl Boys High School, Paarl – sport fields development 

Plattebosch, Stilbaai – residential development – VIA review 

Rheeboksklof Farm, Paarl – proposed residential development 
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Groot Parys, Paarl -  Residential development 

 

2011 VIAs 

Proposed Overberg Windfarm (2010 – 2011) 

County fair chicken farm, Fisherhaven – (2011) 

Visual statement for Kalbaskraal Solar Project 

Somerset College, Somerset West – new sports facilities 

 

2010 VIAs 

Ascot Residential Development, Port Elizabeth 

Caledon Residential Development 

Constantia Nek Residential Development 

Erf 29 + 30, Clifton, apartments development 

3 Vodacom masts – Hermanus, Villiersdorp and Klipdale 

De Hoek, power transmission lines 

 

2009 VIAs 

Klipland, Paarl – VIA of proposed housing development on N1 adjacent to Paarl  

Salmonsvlei, Paarl – VIA of proposed housing development on N1 adjacent to Paarl  

Swartland Mall – VIA of proposed mixed use development on urban edge of country town of 

Malmesbury 

 

2008 VIAs 

Dassenberg, Noordhoek – VIA of proposed housing development on hillside adjacent to Ou 

Kaapse Weg and TMNP 

Dewaldorf, Stellenbosch – VIA of proposed mixed use development along R44 and on urban 

edge 

Gevonden, Stellenbosch - VIA of proposed mixed use development on urban edge 

Gordons Bay Mall – VIA of proposed commercial development outside urban edge 

Klapmuts, Winelands – VIA of proposed mixed use development on urban edge  

Stellenbosch Wine and Country Estate – VIA of proposed  upgrading of an agricultural unit to 

create a Wine Estate development with residential and tourism opportunities  

Paarl Waterfront - VIA of proposed mixed use development on Berg River, Paarl  

The Estates, Stellenbosch – VIA of proposed wine tasting and restaurant facility on the R44  

Voelklip, Hermanus – VIA of housing development on Main Road, Hermanus  

Voortrekker Camp, Wemmershoek – VIA of proposed conference and camp facility development  
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Oudemolen Development – VIA of redevelopment for mixed use purposes, Pinelands  

McGregor, WC -  VIA of proposed housing development  

 

2007 VIAs 

Glencairn Erf 1 – residential development 

Glencairn Erf 3410 – residential development  

Herolds Bay – residential development  

Rheebokskloof – resort development  

Hawston – Afdaksrivier – residential development  

 
2006 VIAs 

Brandwacht farm No. 1049, Stellenbosch – Visual spatial analysis of historic farm ‘werf’ and 

proposed development 

Proposed Eskom Mast, Perdekop, Farm 215, Baardskeerdersbos – Visual Impact Assessment of 

proposed Eskom Mast 

Flaminkberg Vodacom Tower – VIA of proposed tower adjacent to N7 on mountain top in 

Knersvlakte  

 

2000 – 2005 VIAs 

Berg River Farm 913 - Visual impact assessment of proposed development of farm on Berg River, 

(2005) 

La Cotte – Visual impact assessment of proposed development of historic farm,  

Franschhoek (2003) 

Xai Xai Export Facility (harbour) visual Assessment, Mozambique (2003) 

Linden Farm, Hout Bay – VIA of proposed development on historic farm (2003) 

Siemens Communication mast – Kirstenbosch (2003) 

Somerset West Vodacom Tower – Visual assessment of three options (2001) 

Bloubergstrand East-West Arterial Road – VIA of four alternative proposed routes. (1999) 

Blaauberg City - roads and housing development, 2000 

Sonop Winery, Paardeberg – Visual Review of Development (2000) 

‘Die Dam’ Vodacom tower – visual impact assessment (2000) 

Versfeld Park, Piketberg – visual impact assessment of conference facility and housing 

development (2000) 

Worcester Casino – Visual Impact Assessment of Proposed Development (2000) 

Hout Bay  Main Road – Visual Scoping of proposed alternative routes (2000) 

R300 Ring Road – Visual sensitivity of proposed route (2000) 
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Die Dam - Vodacom mast along Overberg coastline, West Cape (2000) 

Paapekuilsfontein – Struisbaai, Visual Impact Assessment of Proposed residential and commercial 

development in this coastal Village in Western Cape (2000), 

Dido Park, Simonstown, Cape Town - VIAs for further development of this coastal area (2000) 

Pringle Cove Abalone Farm – Visual Assessment for scoping phase of proposed  

development (2000) 

 

Pre 2000 VIAs 

Cape Metropolitan Area - visual sensitivity/significance mapping, 1999 – 2000, 2002 

Coega IDZ, Port Elizabeth - supplementary VIA of Coega harbour, 1998 

Soetwater and Millers Point – visual resource mapping for development opportunities, 1999 

Blaaumountain - tourist development, 1998 – visual sensitivity mapping of the area to inform 

development    

Capricorn Landmark - proposed landmark, 1998 

Kenilworth Race Course housing developments (1998)  

Milnerton Golf Hotel - proposed hotel development on Woodbridge Island, 1998 

Vredekloof – Vodacom mast VIA of proposed mast (1998) 

Farm 234 – Milnerton, VIA of the proposed housing development on Diep River (1997) 

Fish Hoek By-Pass – Visual Assessment of proposed road (1990) 

Outeniqua Pass Road – visual assessment of proposed upgrade (1990) 

Du Toit’s Kloof – Visual Assessment of Proposed upgrade (1989) 


