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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Purpose of this report 

 

 To high light the necessity of a Clay Mine and a Brick Manufacturing 

plant for the Langeberg Region, that can resolve the huge demand that 

currently exist. 

To illustrate the impact that this type of economic investment have on 

the overall economy of the Langeberg Region and its people. 

 

 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Langeberg Region 

 

A Growing Region 

Economically the Langeberg is very much a working machine, but 

there is room for economic creativity and growth. 

Agriculture is currently the biggest economic driver and together with its 
strong connection with the manufacturing sector, makes it a key economic 
driver within the LLM. Manufacturing and Tourism however have grown 
substantially over the past five years and so will Commercial opportunities. 
There is room for growth especially in the employment sector due to the 
current change in the job market, which is leading to a rise in the 
unemployment rate. This has been exacerbated by economic constraints 
over the past few years, but it does mean a strong labor force available for 
up and coming businesses in the area. 
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  2.2 Population 

The last census for the Region was completed in 2011 and that reflects 

a population of 97 367. The influx of people from foreign countries such 

as Zimbabwe and the Eastern Cape showed a growth of 17 605, 

increasing the population to 114 972. 

The Regional demographics are as follow: 

 Male = 49 %  

 Female = 51 % 

 Human Development Index = 0.66 % 
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                2.3  Unemployment / Poverty. 

 Approximately 85 % of the population lives in abject poverty 

 Unemployment has increased from 24% in 2011 to 28 % in 2016 

 Majority of the people is unskilled 

 No participation in the economy 

 Low Entrepreneurial spirit 

 We need a solution to deal with poverty, unemployment and 

Inequality. 

 

 

 



8 
 

 

 

 

                             2.4 Current Economic Climate 

 

       The Langeberg Region needs economic growth to address the 

high unemployment rate and to provide for the fast growing 

population in this area. 

        

                            Building and Construction 

The Building and Construction sector experienced the highest GDPR growth of all sectors 
with 9.7 % year on year over the last ten years. This shows a steady recovery after a very 
difficult few years. This is an indication of the growth of the region and that investors see 
the potential of the region. 
This recovery makes it viable to invest in SMME Development to supply skilled and semi- 
skilled labor to the market. See below new Golf / Residential development where they are 
currently building 140 new houses. 
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3. Vision. 
 

3.1 To facilitate economic growth in the Langeberg Region by promoting the 
Region as a prime investment destination in South Africa.  
 

3.2 To achieve this we need a dynamic Investor Policy that invite potential 
investors into the region. 

 

 Create a climate of understanding 

 Eliminate Red Tape 

 Create Tax holidays for new investors 

 Bulk Service Contributions – policy. 

 

 
3.3 National Development Plan. 

 
All new Investment opportunities to be aligned with the National Development 
Plan of Government. The Gannabosch Vlakte 51 project is a 100 % in line with 
the National Development Plan. 
 
 

4. Gannabosch Vlakte 51 – Application. 
 

4.1 Purpose of the application. 
To obtain a mining license and to mine the area for Clay, for purposes of 
establishing a Brick manufacturing plant. Obtaining a license would mean that 
this is the only brick manufacturing plant in the Langeberg Region. Something 
that is definitely needed in our region. 
 

4.2 Capital Investment. 
The Company has already spent R 1.0 million on research, consultants, EIA 
and EMPR Reports.  
They will further spent R10.0 million on infrastructure development, Machinery 
and The Plant. 
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4.3. Job Creation. 
 
This initiative will create 30 – 40 permanent jobs that will in return feed 300 to 
400 people. Something that is desperately needed in this area. The 
surrounding area consists mostly out of agricultural activities that is highly 
seasonal and provide jobs for only six months. The Clay mine and Brick work  
Manufacturing plant will be using mostly unskilled labor, which represent 75 % 
of the local population. 
Taking into consideration that the Langeberg Region is struggling with a high 
unemployment rate , this development is a Definite Must . 
 
 
 

4.3 End Goal. 
 
The Vision of the owners of Gannabosch Vlakte 51 are not only to supply 
Bricks to the Region, in order to address the demand, but it is to establish a 
Sustainable Business, that will assist with unemployment, Poverty and other 
Social problems in the community. It will therefore not be in the interest  
Of the local population, if this project does not come off the ground. 
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5. Current Status of the Langeberg Region. 
 

5.1 Current Brick Suppliers. 
 
The Klein Karoo Bricks that is situated in Montagu was recently liquidated and 
the doors closed. This had a huge impact on the region as this was the only 
brick manufacturing plant in the Langeberg. This plant was not very big, but 
helped with the demand of the area. The plant was however very old, the 
equipment needed replacement and this all contributed to the profitability of 
this business. In the end this business was not sustainable anymore and had 
to close doors. The location of the Brick Manufacturing plant , being situated 
in town, also became a problem. 
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5.2.Demand. 

 
The success of any business depend on Demand and supply and currently the 
demand for Clay Bricks are out – weighing the Supply. This creating an 
opportunity for an entrepreneur to open a business that can address this 
demand. This is what this country needs as this will assist with our biggest 
problem in this Region – Unemployment. 
The Current estimated shortfall of Bricks in this Region is 1 000 000                    
bricks per month. 
 
 
                                                    
                                                 
 

5.2 Supply. 
 
The current big suppliers / wholesalers of bricks for the Langeberg Region had 
to undertake huge expenses, to buy new trucks to be able to transport bricks 
from all over the Western Cape to the Langeberg. This caused a major price 
increase to the bricks, which in return had a snowball effect on the building 
industry. The increase of big trucks on the road between Cape Town and the 
Langeberg is also not very good for our roads and the traffic flow.  
 
 
 
 
 

5.3 Solution. 
 
 
The solution to the problem would definitely be, to have our own supplier of 
Bricks that can meet the Demand of the Region. [See above a Google map 
indicating Klein Karoo Bricks in Montagu that closed down as well as the 
two other closest brick suppliers: Riversdale and Worcester. 
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       Western  Cape . 

6.1. Clay Mining Sites. 

a] Spitskop Bricks in Riversdale : Have their own clay mine and manufacture  

    bricks. They have only enough bricks for the Riversdale Still bay area. 

b] Bredasdorp Steenmakery – own clay mine and manufacturing plant.They have 
no delivery vehicles and supply only Bredasdorp, Struisbaai and Arniston. 

c] De Hoop Brickfields Paarl own Clay mine and manufacture own bricks. Supply  

The Paarl and surrounding areas. Expensive to deliver to the Langeberg. 

d] Corobricks have own mine on site – Klipheuwel – Durbanville. 

e] Apollo Bricks in Atlantis have their own clay mine on the farm. 

f] Worcester Bakstene . Own Clay Mine and will deliver to Robertson. 
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6.2 Brick Suppliers. 

a] Riversdale – very small and currently supplying Riversdale and Stilbay 
area.Clay Bricks. 

b] Afrimat – Worcester – cement bricks. 

c] Bredasdorp Steenmakery – small and providing Clay bricks only to Bredasdorp, 
Struisbaai  and Arniston area. 

d] Overberg Brickworks – cement bricks. 

e] De Hoop Brick works – Clay bricks in Paarl. 

f]  Pro Bricks – cement bricks in Tyger Valley. 

g] Cramix Brackenfell – Clay Bricks. 

h] Cape Cement –  Atlantis,Table View / Blaauberg. 

           i] Corobrick  Klipheuwel rd. in Durbanville  – clay bricks 

           j] Lategans – Wellington- Cement bricks 

k] Apollo Bricks – Atlantis – Clay bricks 

l] Cape Brick – Philippi – cement bricks 

 

6.3 Distance from Robertson. 

 Worcester is the closest to Robertson at 45 km’s and Paarl and Wellington is 100 
– 120 km’s and Cape Town 150 km’s. 
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[See below the Google map indicating these towns and the distance from 
Robertson.] 

      

     

6. Economic Impact. 
 

6.1 Impact on Road Transport. 
 
The closing down of Klein Karoo Bricks in Montagu has caused Suppliers of 
bricks, such as AH Marais and Build It, to buy bricks from all over the 
Western Cape. This resulting them to buy more trucks that are using the R62 
between Cape Town and the Langeberg.  
The additional traffic on the road will have an influence on the maintenance 
and the cost to maintain this road. This will also mean more accidents and 
loss of lives. 
 

6.2 Impact on price. 
 
Research has indicated that the price of a clay brick has now increased 
between 35 – 40 % due to transport costs. This can cause projects to be 
cancelled due to the feasibility of such a project. 
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6.3 Impact on the building industry. 
 
The impact of no Brick Suppliers in the Langeberg is already noticeable and 
the effect on the building industry is very negative. Builders are complaining 
that they have to wait for weeks, before they can get bricks. This result in 
people being laid off and causes loss of income to families. 
 

         7.4 Impact on future projects. 

 
The Langeberg is currently experiencing a boom in the building industry, due 
to various residential projects, Citrus Pack Stores, factories and new Retail 
developments in the Region. This however can be delayed or cancelled due 
to the shortage of bricks. This in return will have a negative influence on our 
economy. 
 

7. Social Impact. 
 

7.1 Social Responsibility. 
 
The owners of Gannabosch Clay Mine understand the importance and their 
social responsibility, to the residents of this area. It is noted that the majority 
of the local residents are employed in the semi unskilled labour force which 
accounts for 41 % of local employment. 
 
The semi and unskilled labour force is the only labour force that is showing a 
decrease. The establishment of this new mine and brick manufacturing plant 
will assist tremendously with this problem. 
 

7.2 Social Development. 
 
The application for a mining right makes provision for a Socio Economic 
Development plan. Human Resource Development and Local Economic 
development forms part of this. The budget for tis is R 420 318.00  
 

8.  Conclusion. 

The Langeberg Region needs Economic growth and I believe that initiatives 
like the Gannabosch Clay Mine, must be supported. It is therefore important 
that a solution be found to overcome the current obstacles that prevent this 
from happening.This will be a huge Capital injection for the Langeberg over 
the next 15 years and will provide the jobs that are desperately needed. 
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