
Collated Comments Names of Respondents  Response from EAP 

General objections to development    

- Comments relating to a general objection towards the 
development.   

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and communications 
consultant   

All objections to the development are 
acknowledged and comments included in 
full in Appendix F-1 and Appendix F-2  

- Negative impacts outweigh positive impacts of the brick 
factory.   

Tertia Marais  All objections to the development are 
acknowledged and comments included in 
full in Appendix F-1 and Appendix F-2 

- Cape Nature is of the opinion that neither the proposed 
mine, nor should the proposed brick factory be authorized.  

Cape Nature  All objections to the development are 
acknowledged and comments included in 
full Appendix F-1 and Appendix F-2 

Shortcomings of the Draft Scoping Report and additional 
considerations for final scoping report:   

  

- All comments received during the Public Participation 
Process from the I&APs and relevant authorities must be 
incorporated into a Comments and Responses Report that 
adequately addresses any highlighted issues and must be 
included in the final scoping report 

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

Chapter 5 of the final Scoping Report 
deals with this, as well as a full list of 
comments and responses in Appendix F-
1 and Appendix F-2 

- Failure to include all listed activities triggered Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists.  

Graham Beck Enterprises  

 

 Does not include listed activities from listing notice 
3 

 Activity 12 of listing notice 3 not included – 
environmental authorisation required for clearance 
of an area of 300m2 of indigenous vegetation within 
a CBA  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

Error in DSR, the proposed brick factory 
falls within a least threatened eco-system 
and vegetation unit, specified in Annexure 
B-2: Amended First Botanical Specialist 
Report, and therefore activity 12 listing 3 is 
not triggered. Amended in final scoping 
report.   
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 Activity 14 of listing notice 3 not included – requires 
authorisation for the development of channels 
exceeding 10m2 in size for the diversion of a 
watercourse.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

Activity 14 listing notice 3 is not triggered. 
Activity 14 (f) i. (ff) in listing notice 3 states 
that CBAs identified in systematic 
biodiversity plans adopted by the 
competent authority or bioregional plan. 
No such plan has yet been adopted by the 
Western Cape Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Development 
Planning, and thus the listing is not 
triggered.  

 Failure to include all listed activities is a fatal flaw in 
the scoping report and the DSR should be rejected 
and an amended version should be circulated for 
all I&APs and the relevant authorities to make 
comment.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

As explained per the responses to Activity 
14 listing notice 3 above, and activity 4 
listing notice 3 below, these activities are 
not triggered. Because no activities are 
triggered in listing notice 3, the exclusion of 
listing notice 3 is not a fatal flaw in the DSR.  

 Should activity 4 of listing notice 3 be triggered by 
the construction of a road as access to the brick 
factory, then the application must be amended and 
resubmitted.  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

All roads will be kept within 4 meters, this 
has been specifically stated in the DSR 
and the final Scoping Report. Activity 4 will 
not be triggered. This will be ensured in the 
EMPr and final EIR.  

- The EAP must be aware that only activities applied for will 
be considered for authorisation. The EAP must note that it 
is an offence in terms of NEMA for a person to commence 
with a listed activity without authorisation.  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

 

- The EAP must supply the competent authority an 
appropriately scaled layout plan for the pipeline routes with 
a clear indication if any watercourses will be crossed and 
also an indication if any natural vegetation would be cleared 
for the pipeline routes to supply the brick factory with water 
from the borehole sources. The length and size of the 
pipeline must also be included as this may trigger an 
additional listed activity.  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for Public 
Participation Process, as well as a copy 
sent to the competent authority.   
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- Failure to consider alternatives    

 The DSR only considers one alternative and that is 
the no-go alternative. The applicant has failed to 
provide alternative sites for the proposed BMF and 
has also failed to provide any layout, design or 
technology alternatives. The DSR essentially 
proposes the development of a BMF or no 
development at all. This is inadequate given the 
requirements of NEMA and the EIA regulations.    

 No alternatives including those pertaining 
to more environmentally suitable 
technology options, alternatives to bricks 
as a construction material, and 
transportation have not been adequately 
considered. Klamp kilns are also not 
considered the best available technology or 
best practicable environmental option.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists.   

 

 

 

 

 
Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Hannere Jooste 

Graham Beck Enterprises 

A more in-depth consideration of 
alternatives is included in the final Scoping 
Report in Chapter 7. Further studies of 
alternatives will be implemented for the 
draft EIR, which will be submitted for Public 
Participation.  

 

The draft EIR is considering alternatives for 
the firing of bricks which take 
environmental factors into account.  

 The DSR cannot rely on the location of the GCM 
for the BMF to not consider alternatives. The GCM 
application also did not include an adequate 
assessment of alternatives, but this is not grounds 
for the applicant of the BMF to not consider 
alternatives. 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

Chapter 7 of the Final Scoping Report 
considers alternatives as well as 
alternatives out of the clay mine footprint. 
These will be given further investigation in 
the draft EIR.    

 

 Given the ecological sensitivity the subject 
property, it is essential that less environmentally 
harmful alternatives are considered.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

This is touched on in Chapter 7 of the final 
Scoping Report and further detail of less 
environmentally harmful alternatives will 
be looked at in the draft EIR, which will be 
available for a Public Participation 
Process.  
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 In view of the deficiencies in the DSR’s 
identification and consideration of alternatives, we 
recommend that DEADP’s Guideline on 
Alternatives be added to the list of relevant policies 
to be considered in the BMF application.    

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

Alternatives are considered in greater 
detail in the final Scoping Report as well as 
in the draft EIR. The guideline on 
alternatives will be consulted.  

 Policy R4 of the Western Cape PSDF states that 
transformed areas must be targeted first for new 
mining ventures.  Although alternatives were 
looked it, they excluded old fields which are no 
longer used for cultivation or fields which could be 
returned to agricultural use if topsoil is managed 
correctly.   

Cape Nature  Consideration had to be paid to the 
underlying geology which would yield 
sufficient clay for the proposed 
development. Alternatives will be 
suggested in the final Scoping Report on 
disturbed land in the Robertson area, and 
can be seen in Chapter 7.   

 Appropriate scaled plans of the preferred location 
activity and the alternative locations must be 
included in the final scoping report  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEADP)  

These will be included in the draft EIR, 
which will be available for a Public 
Participation Process.   

- Failure to include a complete plan of study  Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

 

 A plan of study is required to include a description 
of alternative, description of aspects to be 
assessed, proposed method of assessment of 
impacts, duration and significance, and a 
description of the tasks that will be undertaken as 
part of the S&EIR process   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

Method of assessment, impacts, duration 
and significance has been addressed in 
the final Scoping Report.  

 

 The DSR fails to set out a comprehensive plan of 
study in accordance with the EIA regulations. There 
is no clear description of aspects which will be 
assessed, and no detail regarding the methodology 
of such assessment of impacts or the assessment 
of the duration and significance of such impacts.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

Refer to Table 1.6 of the Final Scoping 
Report, as well as Section 2.3, for a 
complete plan of study. 
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 To meet the content requirements of Appendix 2 of 
the EIA regulations, the final scoping report should 
include detailed descriptions of the aspects which 
will be assessed in the EIA phase, as well as 
methods of assessment and details regarding the 
task to be undertaken as part of the process. 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

Refer to Section 2.3 of the final Scoping 
Report.  

- Incorporation of Specialist Studies from the GCM 
application   

 EIA regulations require the scoping report to 
include aspects to be assessed by specialists. DSR 
lists studies which were completed for the GCM 
application.   

 Whilst studies conducted for the GCM will have 
relevance to the BMF application, and impacts of 
the GCM and the BMF may need to be considered 
concurrently, the EIA report for the BMF must 
contain specialist studies which are of relevance to 
the specific application.    

 Specialists’ studies will need to be updated as 
some will be more than a year old by the time the 
EIR and EMPr for the BMF are submitted. 
Specialist reports must also be updated as scope 
and parameters of the project have changed.  

 Botanical Impact Study is largely irrelevant due to 
outdated layout used of BMF. Thus impact of 
assessment is outdated.  

 Studies which have used an outdated layout of the 
BMF cannot, without amendment, be used in 
support of the BMF. Thus the EIA report should use 
updated and relevant reports.  

 Specialist reports must include cumulative impacts 
of associated GCM with the BMF.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

Studies which were done for the clay mine 
looked at the cumulative impacts of the 
brick factory, and were thus included as 
specialist studies for the brick making 
factory. However, most of the traffic, air 
emission, and heritage specialist report 
considered impacts from the mine as well 
as the brick factory. The Botany and fresh 
water specialist reports were originally 
done with respect to impact of the mine, 
but both were amended to include the 
expansion of the mine, upon which the 
brick factory footprint is situated, hence, it 
includes the brick factory, as well as 
updated footprint of the mine. The visual 
impact study included the impact of the 
mine and factory concurrently, as well as 
the economic impact study. The resource 
study was only for clay. We acknowledge 
that socio-economic impact study may 
become dated, however do not see how 
the date of the other studies will impact 
botany, fresh water, visual, or any other 
specialist reports view on impacts in a one 
year period.    
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 Information pertaining to the clay factory that were 
assessed in the mining application are included in 
the draft EIR. I.e. Storm-water Management Plan 
and specialist studies.  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEADP)  

The Storm Water Management Plan 
(Annexure D) will be included in the final 
Scoping Report and in the draft EIR, which 
will be available for a Public Participation 
Process.  

- No inclusion of a Climate Change Impact Assessment 
specialist report. This is plainly a relevant consideration 
which the competent authority must take into account. The 
consideration of coal as a fuel source must be included in 
the specialist impact report.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Should the competent authority request a 
Climate Change Impact Assessment this 
will be done and included as a specialist 
report. The competent authority will have to 
give clear guidelines as to the scope of the 
report as there are very few local examples 
from which to draw from as a case study.  

- The applicant did submit a risk assessment table as part of 
the DSR. These impacts and mitigations should be taken 
up into the Environmental Management Plan during phase 
4 of this project, to determine and control these 
environmental impacts  

Cape Winelands District Municipality All impacts identified in the EIR process will 
be included in the EMPr.  

- A health impact assessment has not been conducted. It is 
necessary in light of the outdated and highly emitting 
technology proposed to be used by the proposed brick 
making factory.  

Christy Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

The Atmospheric Impact Assessment 
(Annexure G) to some extent deals with 
this. However, should an HIA be requested 
by the decision making authority, it will be 
done.  

- The relationship between Gannbosch Clay Mine (Pty) Ltd. 
and its directors and shareholders and the Robertson 
Bakstene (Pty) Ltd. and its directors and shareholders has 
not been explained. Clarification in this regard is required.    

Christy Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

The directors of both companies are the 
same, shareholders differ. This is clarified 
in the final Scoping Report.  

- Actions described in the draft differ considerably from what 
was explained to us by the developers during a formal 
meeting at the consultant (07 March 2017). This indicates 
the draft might be misleading. This is suspicious and we 
suggest that all the facts must be correctly documented.   

Graham Beck Enterprises  It is noted that this was not a formal 
meeting and not part of the Public 
Participation Process. Feedback from the 
developer indicate that no details of the 
proposed development were discussed.  
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 The developers further stated that the BMF was 
using modern technology that takes the 
environmental factors into account. This 
information gives reason to doubt the integrity and 
comprehensiveness of the study that was made 
regarding the demand and supply in relation with 
other suppliers. 

 It was also determined that a resolution was taken 
by the Clay Brickmaking Association to phase out 
the method of brick making explained in this draft 
within the next 10 years due to the severe 
environmental impact such methods has on the 
environment.  

Furthermore, all information contained in 
the final Scoping Report and EIR is 
considered by the EAP to be up to date 
with the developers’ wishes. Should any 
changes from the developer occur, these 
will be addressed in the final report, and if 
necessary, amendments to the application 
will occur. Less environmentally harmful 
processes for brick making will be looked 
at as alternatives in the EIR.   

- Failure to include detailed specific information identifying 
nearby surrounding properties, sent to Umvoto during the 
EIA for the clay mine, this has neither been indicated nor 
considered in the draft scoping report.  

Le Roux Fourie  This has been amended and is included in 
Figure 3-1: Neighbouring farms to 
Gannabosch Vlakte 51.  

Cumulative Impacts regarding the clay mine and brick making 
factory:  

  

- Whilst the clay mine and BMF are two separate juristic 
entities, it is crucial that cumulative impacts of both 
proposed developments are taken into account.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists.  

Cumulative impacts are considered in 
specialists studies and are considered in 
Chapter 6 of the Final Scoping Report. A 
more thorough study of cumulative impacts 
will be considered in the draft EIR, which 
will be available for a Public Participation 
Process.  

 Lack of clarity as to why separate applications have 
been made for BMF and GCM. No explanation has 
been given for this. Thus the need for cumulative 
impact assessment is even more critical.  

Christo Reeder Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

This was the advice given to us by the 
DMR for the authorisation of the clay mine. 
They advised us to keep the matters 
separate. Furthermore, the matters are 
separate juristic entities, as highlighted by 
Smith, Ndlovu, Summers, and thus require 
separate applications.  
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- Specialist reports submitted for the BMF must be tailored 
for the specific applications and include an assessment of 
the cumulative impacts. There is a reliance in the report on 
specialist reports for the GCM application.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists.   

Christo Reeder Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Studies which were done for the clay mine 
looked at the cumulative impacts of the 
brick factory, and were thus included as 
specialist studies for the brick making 
factory. Most of the traffic, air emission, 
and heritage specialist report considered 
impacts from the mine as well as the brick 
factory. The Botany and fresh water 
specialist reports were originally done with 
respect to impact of the mine, but both 
were amended to include the brick making 
factory, as well as updated footprint of the 
mine. The visual impact study included the 
impact of the mine and factory 
concurrently, as well as the economic 
impact study. The resource study was only 
for clay. The botanical and fresh water 
specialists will need to be consulted to 
update their report with greater 
consideration of the brick factory, as well 
as the specialist for the economic impact 
study. 

- Failure to assess cumulative impact of quarry and clay 
mine. These must be considered.       

Tertia Marais    

Christo Reeder Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

These are considered in Chapter 6 of the 
Final Scoping Report. These will be 
addressed further in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process.  

- The area already suffers under a mining and does not need 
further activities that will lead to health hazards, job losses, 
and negative impacts on the environmental assets. 

Hannere Jooste   Cumulative impacts are considered in 
Chapter 6 of the Final Scoping Report. 
Health hazards are considered in the air 
emissions assessment (Annexure G).  
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Additional and associated environmental and land use 
approvals:  

  

- Request to comment on all relevant approvals and 
authorisations for the operation of the BMF.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

We endeavour to keep all stakeholders up 
to date with concurrent applications 
relating to the brick making facility. All 
applications are available in the relevant 
annexures of the final Scoping Report.  

 Request to view Water use license and for I&APs 
to have the ability to comment 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists  

Christo Reeder Attorneys  

- Environmental lawyers  

We endeavour to keep all stakeholders up 
to date with concurrent applications 
relating to the brick making facility. Once 
submitted, the Water Use Authorisation will 
be included in the draft EIR, which will be 
made available for a Public Participation 
Process.  

 Request to view Atmospheric Emissions Licence   

 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists  

Christo Reeder Attorneys  

- Environmental lawyers 

We endeavour to keep all stakeholders up 
to date with concurrent applications 
relating to the brick making facility. The 
Atmospheric Emissions Licence is 
available for viewing as Annexure C of the 
Final Scoping Report.  

 Copies of all applications should have been 
included as appendices in the draft report 

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

All applications are available in the relevant 
annexures. Applications which still need to 
be made will be included in the draft EIR 
which will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process.  

- Land Use Planning 

 Application submitted for temporary departure of 
zoning, however DSR section 9.3 infers permanent 
rezoning of land use.   

 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists.  

The heading for this chapter will be 
updated in the final Scoping Report to 
avoid ambiguity.  
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 Lack of clarity surrounding application for 
temporary departure, specifically when the land will 
be permanently altered. 

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Section 3.1.3 of the final Scoping Report 
addresses this.   

- Resubmission of land use application to reflect rezoning 
and not departure, as it is legally impermissible  
municipalities to grant this   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists. 

The temporary departure process was 
recommended by the Langeberg 
Municipality for the proposed land use. 
Section 3.1.3 of the final Scoping Report 
deals with this.  

- Continued notification of all developments and/or progress 
with regards to all approval processes for all I&APs, so that 
they may participate in those processes.     

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

We endeavour to keep all stakeholders up 
to date with concurrent applications 
relating to the brick making facility. All 
applications are available in the relevant 
annexures of the final Scoping Report.  

- The applicant must apply for an atmospheric emission 
licence (AEL) with the Cape Winelands District Municipality 
for the proposed activity under category 5, clamp kilns for 
brick production of GN 893.  

Cape Winelands District Municipality  Application has been applied for and is 
available in the final Scoping Report as 
Annexure C.  

Heritage:     

- No perceived impact on heritage resources in the area Waseefa Dhansay 

- Heritage Officer Department of 
Cultural Affairs and Sport 
Heritage Western Cape. Case 
No.16092811WD1003E  

Heritage Western Cape confirms that a 
Heritage Impact Assessment is not 
required (Appendix C)   

Concerns surrounding ecology, and the natural environment of 
the area:    

  

- Loss of faunal habitat 

 

Bruce Gilson   

Jeanette Bossman  

- Tourism and Communications 
Consultant   

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy 

Concerns addressed in Chapter 6  
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- Loss of floral Species of Special Concern (SSC) and 
indigenous plant species.    

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy 

Concerns addressed in Chapter 6 

 Gazania lanata an endangered and rare species 
exists in the project area.  

Bruce Gilson   The location of the Gazania lanata was 
found by Dr Robert McKenzie. After brief 
consultation via e-mail with Dr McKenzie, it 
was noted that the rare Gazania lanata 
species was located on the northern face 
of the Cape Lime Quarry. This is currently 
the only known site for the species. 
Therefore the species is under no known 
threat from the proposed Clay mine and 
Brick Making Factory. The plants, 
according to Dr McKenzie, are confined to 
a unique habitat in loose stony-silty soil, 
over extruding dolomite rock, very distinct 
from the surrounding shale renosterveld. 
Quite different from the soils described in 
the final Scoping Report in section 3.2.5 
(there is no dolomitic extrusions on the 
proposed mining and brick making site). 
However, care and consideration will be 
taken in the EMPr of the EIR to take proper 
precaution of newly discovered floral 
species on or around the footprint of the 
development.  

- Loss of vegetation classified as a Vulnerable Ecosystem 
specifically fynbos  

 

 

 

Bruce Gilson  

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy  

Concerns addressed in Chapter 6 
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 The dominant vegetation on the site is most typical 
of Robertson Gannabos Thicket and Worcester 
Renosterveld Karoo. These are not yet listed as 
threatened under NEMBA, but are likely to qualify 
as vulnerable under criterion A1.  

Cape Nature Concerns addressed in Chapter 6. The 
dominant vegetation on site was ground 
truthed as Robertson Karoo (Annexure B-
2) which is considered least threatened. 
We will endeavour to prevent impact on all 
vegetation, specifically those considered 
vulnerable and/or threatened.  

- Loss of general biodiversity by developing in a CBA and 
across ESA’s. CBA’s represent the best available science 
and for that reason need to be considered in decision 
making. The national Environmental Management: 
Biodiversity Act states that it is crucial to avoid loss and 
degradation of natural habitat in critical biodiversity areas.  

 

Bruce Gilson  

Tertia Marais   

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists  

Hannere Jooste    

Cape Nature   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

The development endeavours to 
rehabilitate the developed land back to its 
original state and prevent any harm to the 
ecological support the area provides.   
Where appropriate the developers will 
relocate and shift flora and fauna to ensure 
continued ecological activity. Alternatives 
to the mine and brick factory have located 
the development to have the least impact 
on the CBA and ESAs as is permissible, 
given the extent of Gannabosch Vlakte 51. 
Any further mitigation would require 
relocation of the project, which is 
addressed in Chapter 7.  

 Impact on the fresh water ecology indicate that this 
site represents a high ecological viability from a 
botanical perspective, due to all of the above the 
area should be safeguarded against development.  

Graham Beck Enterprises  The development has followed the 
guidelines of the fresh-water specialist 
(Annexure E-1) to avoid drainage lines, by 
the provision of 30 meter buffer zones. 
Drainage line 2 will be compromised, and 
environmental solutions are addressed in 
the storm-water management plan 
(Annexure D).  

- Development in an endangered ecosystem as defined by 
SANBI 

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and Communications 
Consultant   
 

Concerns are addressed in Chapter 6.  
The ecosystem is least threatened as 
confirmed by the botanical specialist report 
(Annexure B-2).  
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Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists  

Cape Nature  

- Development in a conservancy  Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

Hannere Jooste   

Cape Nature  

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

This is acknowledged, and best possible 
mitigation measures are put in place in the 
Impact Assessments Chapter 6.   

- Impact on ecological processes 

 Development in a CBA will cause unavoidable 
damage ecologically significant area   

 

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers  

- Environmental law specialists  

Hannere Jooste  

This is acknowledged, and the 
development endeavours to rehabilitate 
the developed land back to its original state 
and prevent any harm to the ecological 
support the area provides.   Where 
appropriate the developers will relocate 
and shift flora and fauna to ensure 
continued ecological activity. Best possible 
mitigation measures are put in place in the 
Impact Assessments Chapter 6.   

- The area falls part of a greater conservation strategy with 
different role players. All involved have the same vision; to 
ensure connectivity between the natural systems. Capital 
raised for projects ranging from alien invasive removal, the 
establishment of nurseries, and restoration of the affected 
areas. A more than R2 million project is soon to be 
implemented just to control erosion in the entire 
conservancy. It would be tragic if the development of the 
brick factory prevents and downscales work that was done 
in good faith in collaboration between the local land owners 
and all relevant authorities are made to nothing by the 
granting of this application by the same NEMA legislation 
which seeks to protect it the conservancy.   

Graham Beck Enterprises  This is acknowledged, and will be 
addressed further in the draft EIR, which 
will be available for a Public Participation 
Process. Best possible mitigation 
measures are put in place to offset 
environmental damage. These can be read 
in the Impact Assessments Chapter 6. The 
development does not seek to undermine 
work done to preserve the conservatory.     
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- Development in conflict with Langeberg Municipality Spatial 
Development Framework as well as Western Cape 
Provincial Spatial Development Framework (PSDF) 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists  

Cape Nature  

Spatial Development Frameworks are 
guiding by nature. Should the municipality 
decide against the development then they 
will not approve the proposed land use 
departure and the competent authority 
should take this into account for the 
decision regarding the authorisation.  

 MSDF limits development on identified “Core 1b” 
areas such as CBAs to certain low impact activities. 
The development of a brick factory and mine are 
not in-line with this.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists  

Spatial Development Frameworks are 
guiding by nature. Should the municipality 
decide against the development then they 
will not approve the proposed land use 
departure and the competent authority 
should take this into account for the 
decision regarding the authorisation. The 
brick factory and mine, whilst potential high 
impact activities, will endeavour to 
minimise their impacts through strict 
mitigation and return the land to its original 
status.  

 The MSDF has taken the CBA maps into 
consideration for planning purposes and indicate 
the application area as Core 1b, which are areas to 
be conserved. It is therefore clear in terms of 
conservation priorities, the site is considered to be 
important at both a local and regional scale.  

Cape Nature  We do not deny that the area is considered 
to be an important conservation area, and 
thus will impose strict mitigation measures 
on the development to prevent any long 
term environmental damage. We will 
acknowledge this further in the draft EIR, 
which will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process.  

- Specialist reports and further assessment from the EAP in 
relation to the BMF must take all impacts seriously and the 
extent of the impacts must be accurately detailed in the EIA 
report.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

Specialists’ reports will be used for 
guidance in the EIA as well as for 
mitigation measures.  

The recommendations of such reports will 
be strictly adhered to.  
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- The impact of the diversion and building over of drainage line 
2 and development near a river system.  

  

 Contradiction in DSR stating that the development 
will avoid all drainage lines and ESAs, where later it 
is stated that drainage line 2 will be permanently 
altered  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental law specialists 

The contradiction in the text is addressed 
in the final Scoping Report (see Section 
3.2.2).  

 Impact on aquatic CBAs through development 
through a drainage line, specifically drainage line 2 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental Law Specialist  

The impact will attempt to be mitigated 
through diversion of the drainage line  

 The diversion of a water course during construction 
and thereafter is a matter of concern during floods 
as it is known that water will prefer to revert to old 
water flow patterns. Should this happen, we could 
seriously damage the quality of the Vink/Goree 
system and subsequently the Breede River system. 
– reference to the Western Cape Government 
State of the Environment Outlook Report (2013)   

Graham Beck Enterprises  This is addressed in the storm-water 
management plant (Annexure D). 

 Western Cape Government State of the 
Environment Outlook Report (2013) refers to all 
rivers systems in the Western Cape as threatened. 
It links this threatened state to the fact that altered 
flow regimes have been allowed in the past. Today 
we know the results of such alterations and 
constantly have to ensure we do not alter and load 
such burdens on ourselves farming in a flood 
driven system.  Farmers along the Vink and Noree 
rivers know the effect of sediment movement 
during floods, and constantly spend capital to 
ensure we can manage the sediment movement.   

 

Graham Beck Enterprises  These issues are addressed in the storm-
water management plant (Annexure D) 
and will be given further consideration in 
the draft EIR which will be available for 
Public Comment.  
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- The impact of current mining activities, and the proposed 
new mine and related brick factory on the river system  

  

 Legislative enforcement does not exist due to 
capacity constraints with the authorities thus on 
going accumulative impacts from mining continue 
to damage the river system. There is no mention 
how fall-out water during the production will be 
treated at the factory and preventative measures to 
ensure sediments or waste material do not land in 
the catchment area.  

Graham Beck Enterprises   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

We are fully aware of capacity constraints 
with regards to legislative enforcement. It 
is the responsibility of the developer to 
ensure that the principles of NEMA are 
carried out in the development and 
operation of the brick making factory and 
associated mine. The EMPr in the EIR will 
address these issues and will ensure that 
issues raised in the EIA will be carried out 
through the lifespan of the development.   

Tourism     

The development will impact the view and scenic beauty of the 
area.  

Bruce Gilson   

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and Communications 
Consultant   

Tertia Marais   

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Hannere Jooste   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

Mitigation measures for this are in place in 
Chapter 6   

- General impact on route 60 and Robertson/Regional 
Tourism as well as traffic  

Jane Jordaan  

Karin Chisholm   

Corieda JF Kotze   

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

A traffic impact study was done and is 
included in Annexure H of the Final 
Scoping Report, which has approved the 
access point to the factory subject to 
guidelines provided by the traffic regulation 
authority.  
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Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental Law Specialist  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

- Impact on tourist activities 

 Mountain Biking    

 Eco Tourism  

 

Jacques Marais 

Bruce Gilson   

Liz Eglington   

- Chairperson, Conservation at 
Work   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

The development endeavours to prevent 
being an eyesore to the region through 
visual mitigation measures laid out in 
Chapter 6.  

Atmospheric Air Emissions   

- Pollution from smoke stacks   Bruce Gilson   

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and Communications 
consultant  

Karin Chisholm 

Liz Eglington  

- Chairperson, Conservation at 
Work  

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Mitigation measures laid out by the 
specialist air impact study will be followed 
in the EIA and EMPr in the EIR to ensure 
that pollution from the kilns is kept to a 
minimum. This is also addressed in 
Chapter 6 This is acknowledged, and best 
possible mitigation measures are put in 
place in the Impact Assessments Chapter 
6.   
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- Burning of coal causing pollution 

 

Karin Chisholm   

Tertia Marais   

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy 

Mitigation measures laid out by the 
specialist air impact study will be followed 
in the EIA and EMPr in the EIR to ensure 
that pollution from the kilns is kept to a 
minimum. 

 

 Coal dust and brick dust and impact on crops, wine 
quality, and fruit production  

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

Mossie Basson   

Christo Reeder Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Hannere Jooste   

Graham Beck Enterprises  

Cape Nature   

Petition (Appendix F-2)  

Mitigation measures laid out by the 
specialist air impact study will be followed 
in the EIA and EMPr in the EIR to ensure 
that pollution from the kilns is kept to a 
minimum. Fugitive dust will also be kept to 
a minimum through mitigation measures 
identified in Chapter 6.  

- Impact on health of smoke stacks and burning of coal, 
specifically pulmonary, and potential cancerous causing 
agents.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexandra Pama   

Tertia Marais   

Liz Eglington  

- Chairperson, Conservation at 
Work  

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm   

Hannere Jooste   

Petition (Appendix F-2)  

Through mitigation measures identified in 
Chapter 6 and identified in the specialist 
air emissions study, impact on health will 
be kept to a minimum.  

 Health impacts on persons in adjacent residences 
due to dust, smoke, toxic gasses, SPM in flue 
gasses, hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide, 
Sulphur oxide, ash etc.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

 

Through mitigation measures identified in 
Chapter 6 and identified in the specialist 
air emissions study, impact on health will 
be kept to a minimum. 
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- Brick dust is staining and will be unsightly on 
buildings/clothes/vegetation.    

Tertia Marais  Fugitive dust emissions and emissions 
from smoke stacks will be mitigated 
through measures identified in Chapter 6.   

- Impact of dust fallout on nearby lime works as well as 
roadside trading store and restaurant dismissed as 
“unlikely” in DSR 

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers  

- Environmental law specialist 

Through mitigation measures this will be 
kept to a minimum and ideally avoided.  

- The EIA report must give careful consideration to the 
impact of dust fall (and any and all other atmospheric 
emissions likely to emanate from both the brick-making 
facility and clay mine) on surrounding land uses including 
tourism business and agriculture.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers  

- Environmental law specialist 

Through a specialist air emission study and 
mitigation measures identified within the 
study, the EIA report will endeavour to 
minimise atmospheric emission impacts.  

 Atmospheric emissions must be comprehensively 
assessed and appropriately quantified in respect of 
the agricultural land uses that any other crops that 
could or might be affected.  

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers  

- Environmental law specialist 

Through a specialist air emission study and 
mitigation measures identified within the 
study, the EIA report will endeavour to 
minimise atmospheric emission impacts 

 A cumulative impact of GCM and BMF dust 
generation must also be included.    

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers  

- Environmental law specialist 

Cumulative impacts of both the clay mine 
and brick factory are assessed through a 
specialist air emission study. Mitigation 
measures identified within the study will be 
included in the EIA report and will 
endeavour to minimise atmospheric 
emission impacts 

 Alternative mitigation options from a dust 
management perspective have not been 
adequately considered. Netting of windward sides 
to manage dust blowout will have minimal effect, 
particularly, given the cape climate. Thus cleaner 
fuel options would have negated the necessity to 
provide dust mitigation measures for the storage of 
coal.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Alternative mitigation options for dust 
management have been considered in 
Chapter 6 of the EIA.  
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- The air quality specialist report is lacking: Screening 
methods are not described in the report, and the 
outputs/results do not seem to accord with South African 
practice which requires emission data as an input. On this 
basis we challenge the statement which states that the 
methods used for the estimates of the atmospheric 
environmental impacts are based on screening methods. 
The screening results have not identified atmospheric 
impacts as being a critical impact. Thus, the report 
recommends that a full emission inventory and dispersion 
modelling are not required for this operation. This implies 
that the applicant and the EAP are determined not to 
properly consider the true impacts associated with the 
proposed activities.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

The matter will be taken up with the air 
emissions specialist and addressed in the 
draft EIR, which will be made available for 
a Public Participation Process.  

 A fugitive dust emission study which takes 
cognizance of likely dust dispersion and its 
associated impacts 5 to 7 km from the site must be 
conducted. We believe that the assessment of the 
impacts, the extent of the report, and the 
conclusions of the report must be reconsidered. 

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

The matter will be taken up with the air 
emissions specialist and addressed in the 
draft EIR, which will be made available for 
a Public Participation Process. 

 The impact the brick factory will have on farm 
workers in the area and the emissions that will be 
produced needs to be researched better. The 3km 
fallout (figure 6 in the DSR) cannot be accepted as 
wind distribution in the valley is complex and fall 
out could be detrimental for workers in the fruit and 
wine sectors of the valley.  

Graham Beck Enterprises.  The matter will be taken up with the air 
emissions specialist and addressed in the 
draft EIR, which will be made available for 
a Public Participation Process. 

- The effect of dust caused by 40 tons of raw material 
crushed per hour must be considered as part of the 
accumulative dust. There appears to be no mitigation 
factors to prevent the dust caused by the crushers.  

Graham Beck Enterprises.  The matter will be taken up with the air 
emissions specialist and addressed in the 
draft EIR, which will be made available for 
a Public Participation Process. 
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- Fugitive dust impact  Cape Winelands District Municipality  The matter will be taken up with the air 
emissions specialist and addressed in the 
draft EIR, which will be made available for 
a Public Participation Process. 

 Dust fall monitoring must be undertaken prior to the 
commencement of the proposed activities to 
establish a baseline dust fall for Robertson 
Bakstene  

Cape Winelands District Municipality  This will be done.  Buckets are made and 
will be installed at the end of March 2017.  

Noise    

- Nearby businesses and farms are likely to be negatively 
impacted by the predicted noise levels which will have 
further impacts on tourism.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers  

- Environmental law specialist  

Mitigation for noise levels are addressed in 
Chapter 6 of the final Scoping Report and 
will be dealt with further in the EIR.  

- The applicant must ensure that the noise impact of the 
proposed activities comply with the Western Cape Noise 
Control Regulations Provincial Notice 200 of 20 June 2013 
at all times 

Cape Winelands District Municipality.  The noise impact study seeks to prove that 
this will be the case as can be seen in 
Section 3.2.3 of the Final Scoping Report.  

Fire safety    

- Concern regarding furnaces and fire sensitive environment.   Bruce Gilson  Mitigation measures to prevent the danger 
of stray sparks and potential fire starting 
agents to spread into nearby flora will be 
addressed further in the EMPr of the draft 
EIR which will be made available for Public 
Comment.   
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Concerns on water supply/water quality    

- Water scarcity  

 Robertson is a water scarce area and the brick 
factory will consume a lot of water   
 
 
 

 

Jane Jordaan    

Tertia Marais    

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy  

Hannere Jooste   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

The brick factory aims to consume water 
from groundwater and will not impact the 
water supply to the town of Robertson. 
Abstraction of groundwater is within the 
General Authorisation for the area. 
Section 4.1.3 of the Final Scoping 
Report addresses this.   

 Concern that water will come from drinking water 
destined for Robertson or catchment areas   

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and Communications 
Consultant 

The brick factory aims to consume water 
from groundwater and will not impact the 
water supply to the town of Robertson. 
Section 4.1.3 of the Final Scoping 
Report addresses this.  

- Management of surface runoff water from the brick factory 
– Concerns regarding how well this will be managed and 
prevent contamination of the Vink River   

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and Communications 
Consultant 

See Chapter 6 for mitigation measures. 
Management measures will be included in 
the EMPr in the EIR, as well as the storm-
water management plan.  

- It is not clear what mitigation measures will be effected to 
ensure that no groundwater contamination arises from the 
storage of coal.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

See Chapter 6 for mitigation measures 
addressing this. This is also addressed in 
the storm-water management plan.  

- Abstraction of groundwater on quality and sustainability of 
the groundwater as a resource for the immediate and 
surrounding areas    

Liz Eglington  

- Chairperson, Conservation at 
Work  

Mossie Basson   

Hannere Jooste   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

Section 4.1.3 of the Final Scoping 
Report deals with the sustainability of 
groundwater abstraction. Groundwater 
abstraction is within the General 
Authorisation for the area.  
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 The extraction of 4000 litres of water per hour, from 
ground water sources and how this will affect 
surrounding farming operations, especially since it 
is clear in the DSR that the developers anticipate 
problems towards water supply and made provision 
for alternative options. This indicates that ground 
water sustainability aspects are not guaranteed and 
already seems to be a matter of concern for the 
developer.  

Graham Beck Enterprises   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

The extraction is within the General 
Authorisation for the area (Section 4.1.3 of 
the Final Scoping Report) and thus 
should not have an impact on groundwater 
quality in the region.  

- No information has been provided on how water from the 
borehole located on the farm Lange Vallei Remainder 52 
will be transported to the site or what volumes are to be 
abstracted. The same concern applies in respect of the 
backup supply borehole. No water balance assessment has 
been conducted. This is a critical omission from the draft 
report  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Information regarding abstraction and 
pipeline design will be included in the draft 
EIR, which will be made available for a 
Public Participation Process.   

- Supply the competent authority with written proof that the 
boreholes have sufficient capacity to provide the necessary 
services to the proposed development.  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

Information regarding this will be included 
in the draft EIR.  

Closure of Operations    

- Closure of brick factory will leave a lasting impression on 
the environment  

Bruce Gilson  This will be dealt with in the EIR, of which 
a draft will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

Contamination of environment     

- Hydrocarbon spills  Lance Mcbain-Charles  

- Deputy Director: Waste 
Management Licensing. 
DEA&DP: Waste Management  

These will be handled with utmost care and 
addressed in the EMPr in the EIR. 
Mitigation measures are laid out in 
Chapter 6 of the final Scoping Report to 
give guidance to the EMPr.  
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Concerns and comments surrounding S&EIR Process     

- Brick factory application follows on suspiciously close to 
mine rights application. Concern that more development may 
be in the works.  

Bruce Gilson  The plan is to develop them concurrently, 
and thus applications were put through at 
similar times. There are no further 
developments in the work.  

- Recirculation of DSR with amendments for I&APs to review. 
DSR must include reference to all listed activities, a plan of 
study, and an assessment of feasible alternatives in 
accordance with the 2014 EIA regulations.   

Smith, Ndlovu, Summers 

- Environmental Law Specialists  

These are all included in the final Scoping 
Report. As well as comments and 
concerns raised from the draft scoping 
report concerning raised issues. If we are 
told by the decision making authority to 
recirculate the DSR, we will do so.  

- A Maintenance Management Plan must form part of the 
Operational Environmental Management Programme.   

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

This will be included in the EMPr of the EIR 

- All recommendations and mitigation measures proposed by 
specialists and the EAP must be included into the draft EIR, 
EMPr and MMP  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

This will be done.  

- All original signed declarations are to be included with the 
final EIR submitted to the competent authority.   

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

This will be done.  

- The competent authority of the brick factory authorisation 
must be kept informed of the decision around the clay mine 
authorisation by the Department of Mineral Resources  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

The competent authority will be kept 
informed  

- Concerns regarding the Public Participation Process      

 The exclusion of an I&APs residence in the DSR as 
well as four other homesteads. The information 
regarding these homesteads was submitted to the 
EAP during the clay mine authorisation process, 
but have still been omitted during the BMF 
authorisation process. This raises concerns around 

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Le Roux Fourie 

The residences have been included in the 
relevant map and the comments and 
concerns have been considered.   
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other comments and concerns that the EAP may 
have considered.   

 Failure to include references, a large amount of 
unsubstantiated statements, incorrect dates, and 
references to the wrong authority (DMR not 
DEADP) have raised concerns regarding the DSR 
having adequate information for proper public 
participation to take place. This also raises concern 
over the EAP having applied his mind to the project 
or rather simply just copy pasting from the clay 
mine application.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Any missing information, unsubstantiated 
statements, and missing references have 
been corrected in the final Scoping Report. 
The final Scoping Report has also been 
tailored for the brick making factory.  

 DSR is replete with ambiguity. Table 5 in the DSR 
states that the watercourse will be diverted, whilst 
in the same table it states that the water course will 
be filled up with material to provide the platform 
and foundation for the infrastructure. It is not clear if 
Water use license and contamination implications 
have been considered in this  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

The ambiguity is addressed in the final 
Scoping Report.  

 Lack of clarity surrounding DSR and when 
concerns will be addressed.     

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Concerns and comments are collated and 
addressed in the final Scoping Report and 
in the Environmental Impact Report to be 
released.  

 It does not appear farm workers and community 
members have been adequately engaged     

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Two public participation meetings have 
been held on the 10th of August 2016, at 
the Robertson Library, and the 8th of 
December 2016 at the Wine Valley Offices.  
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 Concerns that we as land owners are not given the 
support to participate fully and effectively in the 
process are sad. Since we are not legal wise, our 
concerns are not taken seriously   

Graham Beck Enterprises All concerns are taken seriously and 
addressed either in the final Scoping 
Report or in more detail in the 
Environmental Impact Report. All concerns 
are valid and all are important. Two PP 
meetings were held as part of the Clay 
Mine EIA process on the 10th of August 
2016, at the Robertson Library, and the 8th 
of December 2016 at the Wine Valley 
Offices 

- The proof of submission of the Water Use License 
Application must be submitted to DEADP and the EAP 
must note that the Water Use License Application 
assessment information must also be included in the draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report   

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning  

The intended water use is within the 
General Authorisation for the area 
(section 4.1.3 of the Final Scoping 
Report), and both boreholes are 
registered.  

Economic concerns    

- Impact on nearby business such as wine sales and shops  Bruce Gilson   

Corieda JF Kotze  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

Through mitigation of dust, view, and noise 
issues, impacts on nearby business and 
shops will be avoided or minimised.  

- Comments in the DSR such as the imminent and urgent 
demand for brick regionally have not been substantiated 
with appropriate factual verification.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

 

- It is indicated in the DSR via the Economic Impact Study, 
that the shortfall of bricks for the region is only 1 000 000 
per annum, whilst the brick factory will produce 22.5 million 
bricks per annum. Thus the shortfall is less than half a 
month’s production.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

The Bauhaus Economic Study states a 
shortfall of 1 000 000 bricks per month, not 
per annum 
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 Thus there is conflict between what is mentioned in 
the specialist Economic Impact Study which 
confirms that the production is orders of magnitude 
larger than the current market demand. Thus the 
sustainability and economic viability of the brick 
factory has not been adequately considered and is 
highly questionable.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

 Additionally the report appears to be subjective and 
not based on sound economic and scientific 
principles and industry standards. There has been 
no proof of demand or letters from suppliers 
provided. It is also unclear if existing future 
developments, upon which reliance is made are in 
fact likely to proceed.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

 No analysis has been done on bricks as the most 
appropriate construction material, compared to 
alternative construction material.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

 An understanding of why Montagu Klein Karoo 
Bricks closed in 2016 is necessary as part of the 
Economic Impact Study.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  
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- Positive economic impact of employment are outweighed by 
the negative impacts on other sectors such as tourism and 
agriculture, which can just as easily create jobs, and the 
negative impact this will have on the their production as well 
as job losses due to decline in these industries.   

Jeanette Bosman  

- Tourism and Communications 
Consultant    

Tertia Marais    

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm  

Rooiberg Breede River Conservancy  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers   

Hannere Jooste  

Graham Beck Enterprises   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

- No consideration given to the two brick factories that exist in 
the nearby town of Worcester. Both these factories have 
enough capacity to supply the current demand in Robertson. 
Thus the statement that there is an imminent and urgent 
demand for bricks regionally is null and void.  

Graham Beck Enterprises   

Hannere Jooste   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

- Impact on exports due to declining fruit and wine quality as 
a result of impact from coal, dust, and smoke.    

Tertia Marais   

Liz Eglington  

- Chairperson, Conservation at 
Work  

Graham Beck Enterprises   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

Further attention will be given to this in the 
amended Socio-Economic Study. 

- Impact on tourism industry  

 Leading to economic impact on the region  as a 
whole   

 

Tertia Marais   

This will be avoided through mitigation of 
smoke and dust from the brick factory and 
associated mine as well as mitigation 
around visual aspects.  
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- Consideration of sources of bricks from other nearby towns 
as an alternative to creating a brick factory in Robertson    

Tertia Marais   

Bev Havenga  

- Pen Hill Farm   

Petition (Appendix F-2) 

It is envisaged to update the Bauhaus 
Economic Study with the latest data 
available to address these issues raised. 
This will be included in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process  

- Negative impact on surrounding property values, 
maintenance costs, and future uses must be considered. 
Thus an assessment of the implications of the proposed 
brick making factory, the proposed clay mine as well as other 
associated activities must be considered for their impact on 
tourism.  

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

A property appraisal assessor will be 
consulted to do a valuation analysis.  

- Our entire operation depends on clean groundwater and 
healthy water for our staff and families that live and work on 
the farm, if the extraction of ground water at the rate of 4000 
litres per hour is allowed it could result in loss of production, 
and affect the quality of our products and subsequently the 
loss of jobs.  

Graham Beck Enterprises  The extraction is well within the General 
Authorisation for the area, as can be seen 
in Section 4.1.3 of the Final Scoping 
Report, and from a separate aquifer than 
the groundwater supply for Graham Beck, 
thus will not have an impact on 
groundwater availability in the region.  

Waste Management     

- DEADP: Waste Management believes waste management 
poses a low impact to the environment if manage according 
to an approved EMP 

Lance Mcbain-Charles  

- Deputy Director: Waste 
Management Licensing. 
DEADP: Waste Management 

 

- Inert brick waste and backfill material 

 Disposal  

Lance Mcbain-Charles  

- Deputy Director: Waste 
Management Licensing. 
DEADP: Waste Management 

 

This will be sold off as material and reused.  
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- Concern over the storage of waste products generated on 
the site of the brick factory.   

 General/Domestic Waste – Concerns over storage. 
DEADP: Waste Management suggests the usage 
of specific bins and skips and for them to be 
regularly removed by a contracted service provider 
or municipal services. Waste minimization, re-use, 
recycling, and disposal protocol must be followed.  

 Hazardous waste – must be stored in a surfaced 
area, and follow correct procedure as laid out by 
NEM:WA and DEADP: Waste Management  
 

 No Dumping allowed within Eskom Services  

 

 

Lance Mcbain-Charles  

- Deputy Director: Waste 
Management Licensing. 
DEADP: Waste Management  

 

Lance Mcbain-Charles  

- Deputy Director: Waste 
Management Licensing. 
DEADP: Waste Management  

Toni Parks  

- Land Development  
Eskom Distribution  

This is addressed in Chapter 6 of the 
scoping report as well as in the upcoming 
EIR.  

Storage of hazardous materials    

- Fuel and hydrocarbons  

 To be stored in bunded areas with a 110% capacity 
of the fuel tank (DEADP: Waste Management)  

 

Lance Mcbain-Charles  

- Deputy Director: Waste 
Management Licensing. 
DEADP: Waste Management 

This is addressed in Chapter 6  

Transport and transport of materials    

- The transportation of coal to the brick factory has not been 
considered.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

Transportation of coal will be done via a 
licenced transported and will be done in 
accordance with legislation. This will be 
touched on further in the draft EIR, which 
will be made available for a Public 
Participation Process.  



Collated Comments Names of Respondents  Response from EAP 

- A traffic impact which properly considers the potential 
impacts (particularly cumulative impacts) of the proposed 
activities is required. It does not appear the implications of 
the various deliveries to and from the proposed factory using 
external and internal roads have been adequately 
considered form a road traffic perspective or from a dust 
perspective. The simple reliance on “shoulder distance” is 
not considered sufficient to address the risks associated with 
the increased traffic. In addition, alternative transportation 
mechanisms for the clay to the factory have not been 
considered.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers 

Traffic impact study is included as 
Annexure H of the Final Scoping Report   

- Road safety concerns due to smoke and dust clouds from 
brick factory and mine, as well as increased traffic volumes.  

Tertia Marais  

Hannere Jooste  

This has not come up in the air impact 
assessment, nor the traffic impact 
assessment, but we will re-consult both 
specialists with regards to this concern. 
Some of these measures have been 
addressed in chapter 6  

Government supplied Infrastructure    

- Electrical infrastructure: Eskom reserves the rights to:   

 Have 24hr Access to infrastructure  

 Conduct maintenance as per Eskom maintenance 
programme  and schedules  

 Upgrade or refurbish power lines and infrastructure  

 To perform any activity to ensure the safe operation 
and maintenance of Eskom power lines and 
infrastructure  

Toni Parks  

- Land Development  
Eskom Distribution  

 

All rights regarding Eskom infrastructure 
will be adhered to and included as part of 
the EMPr in the EIR.  

- No construction work, no work, and no machinery to be/take 
place within 3 meters of Eskom infrastructure 

Toni Parks  

- Land Development  
Eskom Distribution  

This will be included in the EMPr of the 
EIR.  
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- Natural ground level must be maintained within Eskom 
reserve areas and servitudes  

 

Toni Parks  

- Land Development  
Eskom Distribution  

This will be included in the EMPr of the 
EIR. 

- No work allowed within Eskom reserves or servitudes  

 

Toni Parks  

- Land Development  
Eskom Distribution  

This will be included in the EMPr of the 
EIR. 

- Eskom has no liability for death/disability/injury of any 
person, or damage/loss of property, whether by the 
encroachment or use of the area where Eskom has its 
services.    

Toni Parks  

- Land Development  
Eskom Distribution  

This will be included in the EMPr of the 
EIR. 

- It is not clear whether the likely high demand for electricity 
and its impact on regional electricity supply has been 
properly considered.   

Christo Reeders Attorneys  

- Environmental Lawyers  

This will be addressed in the EIR and in 
consultation with Eskom.  

- Written confirmation of service capacity for sewage 
disposal, solid waste disposal, and electricity services from 
the service providers must also be obtained and included in 
the final EIR.  

Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning (DEA&DP)  

This will be included in the final EIR.  

 


