Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning
Western Cape Bernadette Osborne

Government Directorate: Development Management, Region 1
Bernadette.Osborne@westerncape.gov.za | Tel: 021 483 3679

REFERENCE: 16/3/3/6/5/E2/15/1172/24
DATE OF ISSUE: 9 September 2025

The Municipal Manager
Overstrand Municipality

P. O.Box 20
HERMANUS
7200
Attention: Mr. H. Blignaut Tel: (028) 313 5047
Email: hblignaut@overstrand.gov.za
Dear Sir

THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL OFFICER (“ECO™) AUDIT REPORT: THE PROPOSED
EXPANSION OF THE HEMEL AND AARDE WELLFIELD ON PORTION 3 OF FARM NO. 585 AND
PORTION 1 AND THE REMAINDER OF FARM NO. 586, HERMANUS.

1. The ECO audit reports received by this Directorate on 11 August 2025 and 8 September 2025,
respectively, refers.

2. This letter serves as an acknowledgement of receipt of the ECO audit reports and to provide comment
on the reports.

3. Based on the audit findings the following issues of non-compliance have been identified in the audit
report dated 31 July 2025:

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

Environmental induction fraining of new contfractor was not done;
Drip trays are full of rain water;

Stockpiles are placed outside demarcated areas;;

Topsoil not sufficiently covered;

The site is not kept neat and tidy;

The barrier tape along the pipeline route is missing in some locations;
A leaking excavator is kept on site; and

An excavator drove in the ‘no-go’ areacs.
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4. It is noted that some of the non-compliance issues highlighted in the ECO report dated 31 July 2025
were not rectified, as they were again raised in the ECO report dated 28 August 2025. These issues
pertain to the following:

4.1. Stockpiles are placed outside demarcated areas;

4.2, Topsoil not sufficiently covered; and
4.3. The site is not kept neat and fidy.

5. It is further noted that various issues of non-compliance were identified in the ECO Report dated 28
August 2025 which includes the following:

5.1.  Sufficient bins are not available on site;

5.2. Hydrocarbons and hazardous substances are not being stored appropriately on site;
5.3. Concrete mixing is faking place directly on the ground; and

5.4. Cement bags are not being stored appropriately.

6. Recommendations have been made by the ECO to rectify the above issues of non-compliance. The
recommendations must be implemented, and all issues of non-compliance must be rectified. This must
be reported on in the next Audit. Non-compliance with any of the said conditions will result in the referral
of the matter to the Directorate: Law Enforcement for further investigation and action.

7. This Directorate notes the ECO’s effort towards ensuring compliance with the Environmental
Management Programme (“EMPr”) and the conditions of the EA.

8. Welook forward to receiving your co-operation in ensuring confinuous compliance with the conditions
of the EA and the EMPr.

9. Be advised that this Directorate may conduct compliance site audits as deemed necessary.

10. Kindly quote the abovementioned reference number in any future correspondence in respect of the
ECO audit report.

11. This Directorate reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information based on
any new or revised information received.

12. Thank you for your interest in the future of our environment.

Yours faithfully

Digitally signed by
Melanese Melanese Schippers

Date: 2025.09.09

Schippers  gsaoss 0200

pp HEAD OF COMPONENT

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT SERVICES: REGION 1

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Cc: Ms. Melissa Rankin (Umvoto) Email: melissa.r@umvoto.com
Ms. Gemma Bluff (Umvoto) Email: gemma.b@umvoto.com
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